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Foreword 27.03.2019 


In the stretchless sands of time, some 
footprints are left and identified as an 
era and these footprints belong to none 
other than Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. 


I am elated to know that Dr. Mutluri 
Abraham, Guest Faculty of Department 
of Social Work, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam has 
written a book on a great national leader of our times, Dr. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram, entitled “Footprints of Dr. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram in Progressive India”. Babu Jagjivan Ram 
is remembered for his immense contributions made to the 
Indian economy as Minister in Central Cabinet during 
crucial period of time. He faced social discrimination in 
every walk of his life owing to his Dalit identity, but 
achieved an unbelievable success in his political career by 
exhibiting his extraordinary leadership and management 
style. 


Dr. Jagjivan Ram established All India Depressed Classes 
League and ensured social justice to schedule caste people 
and worked for equality to all sections of the society. He 
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held different portfolios and served as a Minister of Labour, 
Defense, Food and Agriculture, Railways, Transport and 
Communications and Deputy Prime Minister of India. He 
played an important role in building the nation through his 
efforts in the modernisation of agriculture, railway, 
industries and green revolution. Under his dynamic 
leadership, India won the battle agonist Pakistan and had 
given the liberation to Bangladesh. I am very happy to share 
that Andhra University honoured Babu Jagjivan Ram with a 
Honorary Doctorate on 23.09.1973 for his achievements. 


In this context, I appreciate the efforts of Dr. Mutluri 
Abraham for his timely publication. I am sure this 
publication shall add considerable knowledge to the existing 
literature on various aspects of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. In 
addition, this publication shall provide a wide picture of 
Babuji’s contributions, ideas and thoughts towards the 
progressive India. 


I wish the author a good luck in his future endeavours! 


, NAGESWARA RAO) 
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PRELUDE 


I am very happy to bring out this publication with lots of 
information about one of the greatest leaders of Dalits in 
India i.e. Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. When we think about 
Dalit National Leadership in India, the first name we 
remember that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and the second name is 
Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. These two leaders are not only a 
Dalit Leaders, they are the National Leaders. In their entire 
life, they fight for the respect, dignity and equality of Dalit 
communities and at the same time they contributed a lot for 
the nation building along with the many other leaders. 


It is my pleasure to write my perceptions towards India’s 
Great Leader Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram, who inspiring the 
Dalit Activists and the Dalit Communities in India and 
Andhra Pradesh. There is a motivation for writing this book. 
When I participated in the birth anniversary celebrations of 
Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram, at Andhra University, the Hon’ble 
Vice Chancellor of Andhra University announced the 
audience to write a book on Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram because 
he served the nation for 50 years in different positions but 
never writes his services by him and the other researchers. 
That point had created interest to me and I searched for the 
material on Jagjivan Ram. It was found that there are very 
less studies and books are available on Dr. Babu Jagjivan 
Ram. Some of the books were written in Hindi Language. I 
interacted with Dalits leaders and collected some books 
related to Jagjivan Ram. During the process, I understood 
that the Madiga Community in Andhra Pradesh is the 
forerunners of the Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram for celebrating 
the birth and death anniversaries because he belongs to 
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Chamar community which has the same occupation and life 
style. Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram is an inspiration to many 
Politicians in India. His record as a politician and Central 
Cabinet Minister is still unbreakable. He faced many 
struggles in his life. He faced stigma and discrimination in 
many places and many times. 


Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram loved Hindu Religion. He was fight 
for the rights and equality of Dalits in Hindu religion. He 
never changed his religion. Many times other religions have 
given opportunities to convert him into their religion and 
they offer the services but he never admired to the other 
religion. Babuji has a comprehensive vision of Indian 
society in particular, and the world in general. Babuji 
always believed that Dalit will be self-reliant; Dalits should 
achieve the visions of Tagore, Gandhi and Ambedkar. 


Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram ‘A Jewel of India’ said Mahatma 
Gandhi in a Public Meeting held at Bihar. His achievements 
as a Dalit and as Politician are still an unbreakable record. 
Jagjivan Ram holds a world record of being a 
Parliamentarian uninterrupted for a record 50 years between 
1936 and 1986 from Shasaram constituency. Among 50 
years he served as a central cabinet minister for 40 years 
effectively. He was an originator of Bangladesh through the 
result of Indo-Pakistan war in 1971. He served as Deputy 
Prime Minister of the country between 1977 and 1979. He 
was a freedom fighter and jailed many times during the 
independence struggle. He founded All-India Depressed 
Classes League, dedicated to attaining equality for 
untouchables in 1935. He worked as a secretary for Harijan 
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Sevak Sangh which was established by Gandhi. He was 
highly proficient in seven languages including Sanskrit. His 
flaming patriotism and selfless services made him a hero of 
the depressed classes. Babuji's life and work continue to 
inspire us even today. He was a true nationalist, a true 
secular minded person, a great administrator and, above all, 
a great son of Mother India. A grateful nation derives 
inspiration from his remarkable record of public service 


The present publication goes by the title ‘Foot Prints of Dr. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram in Progressive India? contains Four 
chapters. Chapter one focussed on the incidents happened in 
the childhood of Babu Jagjivan Ram. It also discussed about 
the activities of Jagjivan Ram in Banarus Hindu University, 
and also discussed how Jagjivan Ram turned as Dalit activist. 


Chapter two is discussed about the activities of Jagjivan 
Ram in young age. In this chapter the author discussed 
about the initiation of All India Depressed Classes League 
and activities done by Jagjivan Ram for upliftment of Dalits. 
And it was also discussed about Jagjivan Ram relationships 
with Gandhi, Ambedkar, and Babu Rajendra Prasad. This 
chapter provides the information about the political entry of 
Jagjivan Ram. It also provides the information about 
Jagjivan Ram and Indian Independence Movement. Chapter 
three focussed on Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram and his political 
achievements and legislative career. Ministry wise 
achievements have provided in this chapter. Finally chapter 
four discusses about the ideas, contributions, relationships 
and perceptions of Babu Jagjivan Ram on various aspects. 


I did my best to bring out this publication on different 
aspects of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. I extensively analysed 
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the available literature and presented in the present book 
‘Foot Prints of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram in Progressive India’ 
It is observed that Babuji contributed a lot for the 
development of the nation from his 27 years old to his 
death, but there is very limited literature available. Jagjivan 
Ram never recorded his activities due to his busy schedule 
with the commitment for the nation building. I hope this 
book will be immensely beneficial to the academicians, 
research scholars, Dalit activists, government departments 
and NGOs to promote a consensus about Babu Jagjivan 
Ram. I request the individuals and institutions to subscribe 
this book and support the author for further endeavour. 


In this occasion I thank my research guide and mentor Prof. 
A.B.S.V. Ranga Rao who motivated me to conduct the 
study on Babu Jagjivan Ram. My special thanks to Prof. 
T.V. Krishna, Prof. G. Yohan Babu, Dr. Y. Israel and Sri. 
Mallepudi Nageswara Rao for their timely support. I thank 
Dr. A. Samuel John, Dr. M. Prasada Rao, Dr. P.R.R. 
Prakash, Dr. M. Nagaraju, Dr. K. Vijay Kumar, Dr. S. 
Surendra, M. Venkataratnam and Mr. Venkateswarlu for 
their motivation and encouragement. My special thanks to 
my friends Allu Satyanarayana, Dr.P.Kishore Kumar, U. 
Sada Siva Rao, R. Subrahmanyam, V.Kamala, S. Narayana 
Swami, K. Ravi, D. Saroja Babu for their support and 
encouragement. Finally I thank well-wishers, publisher, and 
printer for their continuous help and encouragement to bring 
out this publication successfully. 


Date: 05.04.2019 Dr. Mutluri Abraham 
Visakhapatnam 
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Footprints of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram In Progressive India 


1 
Childhood of 
Babu Jagjivan Ram 


Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram was born on 5" April 1908 in the 
Chamar Community, in a little village named Chandawa in 
the state of Bihar. Chamar Community is one of the 
untouchable communities in Bihar, India and most of the 
people in the community are shoes makers and cobblers. 
The people in this community had suffered psychological 
humiliation, prejudices, social taboos and exploitation of 
various forms for centuries and were deprived of 
educational opportunities. Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram was born 
in this community to Sobhi Ram and Vasanti Devi. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram was a 5" child and he had one brother and 
three sisters. One brother was passed away in childhood due 
to health problems. Babu Jagjivan Ram’s first name is 
Buddaram specified by the priests. But after few days, his 
father changed his name as Jagjivan Ram. The word Jagjivan is 
taken by the words of his guru Sivanarayini book title. 


Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram’s father worked in the Indian Army 
during the British rule, but afterwards, he resigned from 
British Indian Army due to some differences in religious 
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opinions. Thereafter, he worked in the Calcutta Medical 
College but retired permanent to settle down to a quiet, 
ascetic life in Chandwa Village. After a few days, Jagjivan 
Ram’s father was elevated to be the ‘Mahant’ a spiritual 
head of a Shiv Narayani reformist Hindu sect. Jagjivan 
Ram’s father was a spiritual man he sung devotional songs 
and preaches the words of god to the villagers of Chandwa. 
His handwritten books on spiritualism became very popular 
and some of them are still preserved. 


Jagjivan Ram was placed under the guidance of Pandit 
Kupil Muni Tiwari for his primary schooling. His father 
moulded his character and gave him a strong ethical and 
religious base up to six years only. Jagjivan Ram’s father 
died in 1914 when he was 6 years old. His last words to 
Babuji were, “I have taught English to your elder brother 
but I have not even taught Hindi to you. May you scale great 


ool 


heights in life”. His elder brother who completed his 
primary education and started to work as compounder in a 
hospital was supported for his education. After the death of 
his father, his mother, who was also a profoundly religious 
woman, gave significant importance to his studies and 
devotional approach to his life. The struggles started for 
Jagjivan Ram at the age of 6 years due to the death of his 
father, which one of the major losses for Jagjivan Ram. He 
had grown and moulded his character under the guidance of 


his mother and his teachers. 


Jagjivan Ram was admitted in a local school in January 
1914 at the age of 6 years. It was Basant Panchami day and 
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after offering prayers to Goddess Saraswati, he went to 
school, attired in a new yellow dhoti and velvet cap, a piece 
of jaggery in his mouth for good luck and a slate tucked 
under his arm. His elder brother was given a tea party to all 
the villagers for their blessings. The deep and abiding 
impressions of his late father, the religious atmosphere at 
home and love and affection of his mother and the village 
school master, Pandit Kapil Muni Tiwari were instrumental 
in shaping his character’. 


One incident occurred when he was in a school. He had just 
learned to spell his long name but one of his friends 
invariably spelled it wrong in order to tease him. Once the 
teasing led to a heated argument followed by fisticuffs. The 
friend went crying to Panditji, who not only scolded Babuji 
but also thrashed him without giving him a chance to 
explain. This was his first encounter with injustice. Furious 
at the treatment meted out to him, he took a long stick and 
climbed atop a mango tree instead of going home for lunch. 
When his mother made inquiries, she was told that he was 
very angry and threatened to beat anyone who dared to go 
near the tree. When further inquiries revealed that he was 
beaten for no fault of his, she headed for Panditji’s house. 
She told Panditji’s wife in no uncertain terms that her 
husband was not only guilty of gross injustice to her little 
son but was also responsible for beating him and keeping 
him without food. She made these charges in a manner so 
forceful and appealing that she won instant support from the 
Panditain who joined her in her mission against injustice. 
The two accosted Panditji who was already suffering from 
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pangs of remorse. The child he had wrongly punished was 
the brightest he had seen in his long, teaching career and he 
had the intuition that the little boy would do him proud one 
day. He apologized to Jagjivan Ram’s mother and the 
Panditain, who were still in a belligerent mood, and then 
proceeded to the mango tree to beckon his favourite student. 
Jagjivan Ram politely came down but declared his refusal to 
study in Panditji’s school. Panditji was finally able to pacify 
him, but the little crusader had won his first battle’. 


Marriage 

Child Marriages were very common in those days and very 
high among the Dalits and Backward communities. As 
usual, Jagjivan Ram got married in childhood when he was 
only eight (8) years of age. He married a daughter of Sri 
Mukhlal of Sonapur village. But after 17 years of marital 
life she was died. Then Jagjivan Ram got second marriage 
with Indrani Devi. She was the daughter of Dr. Beerbal who 
worked in British Army. The British Government was 
honoured him with Vishray Medal for his services. He 
participated in the wars of British and Barma (1885) and 
war of Shin and Shay (1889-1890). After retirement from 
the army he started the medical practice in Kanpoor. 


Indranidevi was born in 1911 at Kanpoor. She was 
intelligent girl and she completed teacher training in 
Lucknow. She also faced discrimination due to 
untouchablity in the hostels. She worked as a teacher in a 
school at Kanpoor up to her marriage with Jagjivan Ram. In 
1935 she got married Babu Jagjivan Ram’. 
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School Education 

Jagjivan Ram joined Aggrawal Middle School in Arrah 
town in 1920; after that he admitted in an English medium 
school for the first time in Arrah Town School in 1922. 
Young Jagjivan worked day and night to learn English and 
eventually mastered the foreign language. He was advised 
by many to avail of the scholarship offered to Harijan 
students. Confident of his ability to compete with the 
students in the general category, the young Jagjivan Ram 
refused the scholarship offered to Harijan students. Instead, 
he competed with the other students and earned the 
scholarship based on his meritorious academic performance. 
Jagjivan Ram's love for books and knowledge opened up a 
whole new world of ideas, thoughts and intellectual discourse. 


While in school, he was interested in reading the 
newspapers. But the newspaper was not available in his 
school and of home. So, every morning without fail he 
would walk 3 kilometres to reach the Arrah railway station 
just to read a newspaper. While in the high school, he 
regularly spent two hours in the town library. Gandhiji’s 
“Young India” and Bankim Chandra’s “Anand Math” were 
of special interest to him. He was specially taught Bengali to 
read ‘Anand Math’ in the original. 


One incident took place in the early life of the Jagjivan 
Ram. When the high school was closed for winter vacations, 
Jagjivan Ram went along with relative to bring the paddy 
from his hometown. The two proceeded to Khopira in a 
bullock cart with a ticket. As they approached the village, 
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the relative nudged Babuji to the side of the cart. They were 
in the vicinity of the colony of the Babu Sahebs. According 
to the custom, untouchables had to get down from their 
bullock carts, take off their shoes, fold their umbrellas and 
walk through that part of the village with bowed heads. If 
they did not do so, they would suffer from abuse and 
assault. No one had ever questioned the demeaning custom. 
Some did not have the courage. Babuji decided to defy the 
custom. Refusing to fold his umbrella, take off his shoes, or 
get down from the wagon, he forced his relative to follow 
suit. The terror-stricken relative trembled and quivered and 
begged him not to invite his doom while Babuji firmly held 
him from falling off the cart. The Babu Sahebs were too 
taken aback to react and the cart slowly passed through the 
narrow lanes and by-lanes, trampling over the outdated 
system they had so zealously guarded. They pretended not 
to look but watched stealthily from the comers of their eyes 
a new era emerge. The fearless boy aboard the cart dazzled 
the inhabitants of Khopira and changed the course of their 
lives in the days to come. 


Another incident happened in his early life in Arrah Town 
School. The senior social reformers and saints like Mahatma 
Jyotirao Govindarao Phule, Periyar Ramaswamy, Raja Ram 
Mohan Rai, Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Swami Vivekananda and many others worked to 
abolish untouchability in 19" century. But unfortunately, 
untouchability could not be removed and Babu Jagjivan 
Ram also faced the untouchability in his school. There was a 
tradition of having two water pots in the school, one for 
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Hindus and another for Muslims. One servant appointed to 
serve the water to the students at the break time. One day 
there is no servant at water, so, Jagjivan Ram has drank 
water from the Hindu pot. One boy from higher caste saw 
the situation and reported to the principal because Jagjivan 
Ram was from the untouchable community. Then the 
principal kept a third pot for untouchables in the school. 
Jagjivan Ram started his agitation against the third water pot 
in the school. His strong belief is that he is a Hindu so that 
he has a right to take the water from Hindu pot. Jagjivan 
Ram broke this pot every day until the principal decided to 
accept the Dalits to take the water from the Hindu’s pot. 
Finally, the principal decided to keep only one pot for all the 
students in the school. It is an example of Jagjivan Ram for 
his fighting nature’. 


Once, Babu Jagjivan Ram won a prize in school 
examinations. The other children who won the prizes are 
distributing the sweets to other students. Jagjivan Ram 
experienced discrimination in his school previously. He had 
a doubt, whether they take sweets or not. So he decided not 
distribute the sweets to the other students. But one school 
teacher motivated him to distribute the sweets. He told that 
leave the students who not take the sweets. So he distributed 
the sweets and majority of the students accepted his success 
in the examinations. This incident increased the confidence 
in Babu Jagjivan Ram. 


There was an incident that his daughter, the famous Former 
Lok Sabha speaker, narrates in her book that when he stood 
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first in class 10 and didn’t have money to further pursue his 
studies, his mother was approached by local nuns who not 
only offered a free education at their Lucknow-based 
Christian school but promised to send him to the US for 
higher studies. This was an offer that was too difficult to 
reject in those times. But his mother paused for a second and 
politely refused to send Jagjivan Ram to a Christian school 
saying, “You will educate my son but you would also 
change his religion. I will be fine taking care of him as I 
can.” This shows that the strong religious background of the 
family. 


A turning point in his life came in 1925, when Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malviya, founder of Banaras Hindu University 
visited his school, was so impressed by his welcome address 
that he invited him to join the Banaras Hindu University. 
Jagjivan Ram passed his matriculation in the first division 
and joined the Banaras Hindu University (BHU) in 1927 for 
his ISC education (Intermediate in Science Course). After 
that he got a meritorious scholarship of Birla and completed 
his matriculation in BHU. It was one big achievement in 
Jagjivan Ram’s life, because getting a seat in BHU which 
was a very famous university in those days was very 
difficult. It is there in Kasi. Many universities had not been 
started in those days. BHU is highly dominated by the upper 
caste communities. Now, in 2007 Benaras Hindu University 
has started Babu Jagjivan Ram Chair to conduct the research 
on social, economical and untouchability among Dalits in 
India. It is honour to the Great National Leader. 
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Babuji in Banaras Hindu University 

Jagjivan Ram faced caste-based discrimination at Banaras 
Hindu University. As a Dalit student, he was not served 
meals in his hostel, denied haircut by local barbers; a Dalit 
barber would arrive from Ghazipur occasionally to trim his 
hair. The servers never cleaned the plates of Dalit Students. 
They did not serve food to the Dalit Students. Babu Jagjivan 
Ram organized the scheduled castes students to protest 
against social discrimination in Benarus Hindu University. 
But even as a new student, he commanded such respect and 
loyalty that the entire student body stood up in his favour 
and resolved that henceforth each student would wash his 
own plate. But Jagjivan Ram did not want to create 
inconvenience to the entire hostel inmates and decided to 
shift out from the Banaras Hindu University. He stayed at 
outside in a rented house. He brought his mother to Kasi. 
Here also he faced discrimination. The owner of the house 
had known that Jagjivan Ram was an untouchable. He 
demanded to vacate the house. But Jagjivan Ram not 
vacated the house, stayed in the house based on his 
agreement. The Jagjivan Ram became bold after all these 
incidents. 


After passing the Intermediate Science Examination from 
BHU, Jagjivan Ram joined B.Sc. at Calcutta University and 
passed with distinction. He received a first class B.Sc. 
degree in 1931. He was a first person who completed the 
Degree from his Community. The education in Kolkata was 
also helped him to understand the social problems and 
independence movement. He built the good relationships 
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with many national leaders in Kolkata during his education 
and after his education in Kolkata. There he organized 
conferences to draw attention toward issues of casteism and 
social discrimination, and also participated in the anti- 
untouchability movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 


Activities as Young Activist 

Babuji strongly believed that "Service to mankind is service 
to God". He had seen and faced much discrimination in the 
society. After completion of his higher education, Babuji 
enthusiastically started Rabidas Sabha for the uplift of the 
Dalit Community. He organized many programmes through 
Rabidas Sabha. On the other side, Babuji was an active 
participant of National Congress activities from Calcutta for 
independence. He always responded to the calls of Mahatma 
Gandhi for Independence Movement. In Calcutta Jagjivan 
Ram organized a mazdoor rally consisting of nearly 35,000 
people at Wellington Square in Calcutta. The huge success 
of this rally brought him into the limelight and leaders like 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose took notice of him. During 
this period he got acquainted with Chandra Shekhar Azad, 
Manmath Nath Gupta, and other leading revolutionaries in 
Kolkata. He read Das Kapital, Communist Manifesto and 
other Socialist literature that greatly influenced his ideology 
of a casteless and classless society. 


In 1931 he organised conferences to draw attention toward 
issues of discrimination and also participated in the anti- 
untouchability movement started by M.K.Gandhi. He read 
the Das Kapital of Karl Max that was educated him about 
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Communist Manifesto and other socialist literature that 
greatly influenced his ideology of a casteless and classless 
society. Since childhood he had dreamt of being a scientist. 
But as he grew up he could no longer ignore the socio- 
political situations enveloping the country and he sacrificed 
his personal ambitions to answer the call of his motherland. 
The student years strengthened his resolve to fight on two 
fronts, for the freedom of the country and social equality. 


Once, Jagjivan Ram participated in a public meeting 
organised by the congressmen of Patna in 1933. He 
delivered a powerful speech against the discrimination of 
Dalits and also put-forth the activities undertaken by him 
through Rabidas Sabha for the upliftment of Dalits. Many 
Congressmen were impressed by the presentation of Babuji 
and they felt that he was worthy of becoming a leader in 
future days. In this meeting, a new spirit got injected into 
Jagjivan Ram to work more and more for Dalits. 


Once, Mahatma Gandhi visited Bihar through his walk. 
Jagjivan Ram was followed Gandhi and walked along with 
him. Jagjivan Ram organised meetings in Bihar. But some 
higher caste people not accepted the leadership of a Dalit. 
Once he brought Gandhi for his meetings to speak on 
Untouchability at Bihar. The higher caste people made 
disturbance in Gandhi Meeting. The higher caste people had 
thrown the rocks on the leaders. Jagjtvan Ram stood in front 
of Gandhi and protected him from rocks. Jagjivan Ram head 
was injured. The motivated Dalit People of Bihar supported 
Jagjivan Ram and started reverse fight against higher caste 
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people. But Jagjivan Ram given an emotional speech and 
said that all we together fight against the British. All we are 
Indians. I am a follower of Gandhi. My weapon is also Non- 
Violence. All the people made silent and accepted the 
leadership of Jagjivan Ram. 


Jagjivan Ram made spectacular contributions to the 
enrichment of Dalits quality of life and national 
development process. Mahatma Gandhi attended the 
Second Round Table Conference in London in September 
1931. Dr. Rajendra Prasad wrote to him about Babu 
Jagjivan Ram's calibre and intense devotion. When Gandhi 
reached Bombay, he was accorded a grand welcome. 
Several eminent personalities participated in the function. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram was also invited. He reached Bombay 
and met Gandhi along with Dr. Rajendra Prasad. Gandhi 
gave him the guidelines for an active role in the struggle for 
independence of India. Gandhi also entrusted the state level 
responsibilities of the work of Harijan Sevak Sangh in Bihar 
province to Babu Jagjivan Ram. Ram gladly accepted the 
same. He then returned to his village Chandwa’°. 


Another incident in his life was concerning leadership in 
Patna. The Hindu community had organized a meeting to 
support Mahatma Gandhi at Anjuman Islamia Hall, Patna, 
which was presided over by Raja Radhika Raman Prasad 
Sinha, C.I.E of Surajpura. In that meeting, Babuji’s debate 
created a great impression among the audience. His burning 
zeal for patriotic services and his passion for the upliftment 
of neglected and repressed masses of Scheduled Castes 
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attracted Mahatma Gandhi. The organizers and Mahatma 
Gandhi were impressed by his speech and passion and 
nominated him as Secretary of ‘Servants of Untouchables 
Society’ which was changed as Harijan Sevak Sangh later on. 


Here he was like the Steam of energy struggling for free 
expression. It provided an opportunity to Jagjivan Ram to 
prove himself as a young man fresh from college, without 
any financial means or personal glamour. Gandhi observed 
the commitment and dashing of Jagjivan Ram and said that 
someday he would lead to the top of the ladder of eminence 
and by dint of influential character and selfless services 
could earn the right to be counted among the noblest sons of 
India. Jagjivan Ram fought against untouchability, 
discrimination, social bias and ancient prejudices through 
Harijan Sevak Sangh. Many higher caste communities 
complained against Babuji for his fast and focused services 
for the Dalits. Jagjivan Ram always thought for the 
conveniences of people through his work and justice. After 
that, he organized many meetings and generated many 
agitations for the uplift of the Dalits in India. 


Jagjivan Ram organised Ravidas Sammelans and celebrated 
Guru Ravidas Jayanti in different areas of Calcutta 
(Kolkata). In 1934, he founded the Akhil Bhartiya Ravidas 
Mahasabha in Calcutta and the All India Depressed Classes 
League. Through these organisations Jagjivan Ram involved 
the depressed classes in the freedom struggle. He had a view 
that the Dalit Leaders not only fight for Social reforms but, 
also demand political representation. Jagjivan Ram was 
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significantly attracted by Mahatma Gandhi’s politics of non- 
cooperation against the British during his formative period 
of Political activities. 


Another incident happened in October 1935 which turned 
his life as a politician. Babu Jagjivan Ram appeared before 
the Hammond Committee at Ranchi and demanded for the 
first time voting rights for Dalits. Though the Acts of 1909 
and 1919 gave the people of oppressed classes’ 
representation, this had not helped much in bringing about 
social awareness among the oppressed classes to the extent 
that was expected. The main reason for this was the under- 
representation of the oppressed classes, far less in 
proportion to their population. The oppressed classes 
respected the system as the Act gave scope for fixed 
representation. Babu Jagjivan Ram submitted a proposal to 
Gandhi that includes the people of oppressed classes prefers 
living with the undivided public in India and oppose all 
types of separation. 


After gaining independence, oppressed classes shall have to 
be given due representation in all the state legislatures. 
Instead of separate constituencies, there should be an 
arrangement that the oppressed classes should find full 
representation in the municipality and the legislatures. The 
people of oppressed classes should be adequately 
represented in all the government services in the country. 


Mahatma Gandhi gave serious consideration to the 
proposals from the Depressed Classes League of Babu 
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Jagjivan Ram. These proposals laid the foundation stone for 
the future of the crores of people of the oppressed class 
people in the country’. 


During the freedom struggle, he was rallying for the rights 
and aspirations of the depressed classes and he conceived 
the reform of the social order as an integral aspect of the 
country’s struggle for Independence. He believed in the 
validity of the Gandhian way of moral revolution in our 
society and in the Nehruvian method of social and economic 
change to usher in a socialistic pattern of society. He 
believed that the salvation of India lay in a combination of 
these two methods of approach to the problem of 
transforming and modernizing Indian society. Dr Babu 
Rajendra Prasad from Bihar has helped Jagjivan Ram in all 
the way to introduce the top national leaders. Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad was familiar with Babu Jagjivan Ram's struggles 
during his student life. 


His homeland Bihar was struck by a massive earthquake in 
the year 1934. Thousands of people died, several were 
injured and became homeless and also destitute. In no time, 
Babuji jumped to the rescue of the people. He worked day 
and night in arranging food, shelter and medical aid to the 
victims. It is worth mentioning here that Babuji came in 
contact with Gandhiji there and realised that Bapu was the 
only leader who not only worked for independence but also 
for the eradication of untouchability. The seed of politics 
was embedded in him right from his student days. During 
the college days, he organized various functions, 
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particularly celebrated Ravidas Jayanti in different districts 
of West Bengal. A marked feature of his organizing skill 
was the inclusion of Dalits in the broader spectrum of Indian 
freedom struggle. He strived hard to integrate the depressed 
class in the freedom movement. 


He was nominated to the Bihar Council, in 1935. He 
contributed to the establishment of the All India Depressed 
Classes League, an organization dedicated to attaining 
equality for untouchables. Jagjivan Ram proposed a 
resolution in the 1935 session of the Hindu Maha Sabha 
demanding that temples and drinking water wells be opened 
for Dalits. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram joined the Indian National Congress, in 
1935 at the age of 27 years. It gave an opportunity to Babuji 
to work with the senior leaders and social reformers. The 
early life impressions made a permanent impact on Jagjivan 
Ram’s mind. 


The political journey of Babuji in the real sense started in 
1936 when he was elected a member of Bihar Vidhan 
Parishad. He continuously won elections as a member of 
parliament till 1984, just two years before his death. Babuji 
as a member of Constitution Drafting committee member 
contributed immensely during the constitution framing 
debates®. 


Summary 
Babu Jagjivan Ram was born 100 years back in a Chamar 
Community in Bihar. Chamar Community is one of the 
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untouchable communities and most of the people in the 
community are shoes makers and cobblers. So many 
incidents were happened in Babu Jagjivan Ram’s life. Based 
on the available data, in this chapter, we discussed some of 
the incidents happened in the childhood and early life of 
Babu Jagjivan Ram. His life is not a bed of roses. He faced 
many struggles in his life. He lost his father at the age of 
6years. He had grown and moulded his character under the 
guidance of his mother and his teachers. He lost moral 
support from his father and faced economical problems. He 
faced untouchability in the community, schools and public 
places. His fighting personality has brought the identity for 
Babu Jagjivan Ram. He fought against poverty. He fought 
against untouchability. He fought for dignity and respect for 
Dalits. Jagjivan Ram got married in childhood when he was 
only eight years of age. 


He had strong passion to learn the English. So, every 
morning without fail he would walk 3 kilometres to reach 
the Arrah railway station just to read a newspaper. A turning 
point in his life came in 1925, when Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malviya, founder of Banaras Hindu University visited his 
school, was so impressed by his welcome address that he 
invited him to join the Banaras Hindu University. Jagjivan 
Ram passed his matriculation in the first division and joined 
the Banaras Hindu University (BHU) in 1927. He faced 
discrimination at BHU. Barbers never cut his hair, Dobies 
never wash his cloths, and the servants not clean their plates 
and vessels because of untouchable community. He fought 
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against the untouchbility in BHU, after that Jagjivan ram 
shifted his education to Calcutta University. 


In 1934, he founded the Akhil Bhartiya Ravidas Mahasabha 
in Calcutta and the All India Depressed Classes League. 
Through these organisations Jagjivan Ram involved the 
depressed classes in the freedom struggle. Another incident 
happened in October 1935 i.e. Babu Jagjivan Ram appeared 
before the Hammond Committee at Ranchi and demanded 
for the first time voting rights for Dalits. During the freedom 
struggle, he was represented from the depressed classes. He 
strongly believed the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi. He 
responded for every movement from Calcutta and Bihar. 


Another incident was in his young age that his homeland 
Bihar was struck by a massive earthquake in the year 1934. 
Thousands of people died, several were injured and became 
homeless and also destitute. In no time, Babuji jumped to 
the rescue of the people. He worked day and night in 
arranging food, shelter and medical aid to the victims. It is 
worth mentioning here that Babuji came in contact with 
Gandhiji there and realized that Bapu was the only leader 
who not only worked for independence but also for the 
eradication of untouchability’. 


Due to all the service activities, social movements for 
upliftment of Dalits and Society, many senior leaders 
identified the Jagjivan Ram from Dalit Icon. In The political 
journey of Babuji started in 1936 when he was elected a 
member of Bihar Vidhan Parishad. The remaining activities 
of Babuji at Young age had mentioned in the second chapter. 
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Babu Jagjivan Ram in Young Age 


[Dalit Activist, Freedom Fighter and Politician] 


fe = 


Jagjivan Ram moulded his character as People’s Man. He 
was a semi orphan in his personal life. But after his 
education, he actively participated in social movements and 
reached many people in India. He got appreciations of the 
National Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Dr. Babu Rajendra Prasad etc. This chapter presents the 
information about the Jagjivan Ram’s early life as young 
activist and leader of Dalits. 


His Struggle for Upliftment of Dalits (Oppressed 
Classes) 

Babu Jagjivan Ram was greatly influenced by Gandhiji’s 
philosophy of life. He accepted Gandhiji as the unrivalled 
leader of the freedom movement in India. He strongly 
believed Gandhi had a secular ideology. He loved Gandhi 
because of his devotion in Hinduism. Gandhiji’s 
commitment to the great ideals of the emancipation of 
Harijans and the unity of all religions flowed directly from 
his commitment to Hinduism. Jagjivan Ram had good 
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relations with Gandhi. He had freedom to question Gandhi 
also. The following incidence is an example. 


Once Mahatma Gandhi was compared Harijans to cows. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram objected and wrote a letter to Mahatma 
Gandhi. In his letter, he mentioned that to consider Harijan 
as cows is to imply that they are to be shown mercy. Gandhi 
was immediately replayed in his letter to him that he did not 
mean the statement in an offensive way, but that Harijan 
symbolized mildness and tolerance. In 1933 Harijan Sevak 
Sangh elected him the secretary of Bihar after seeing his 
dynamic and impressive organizing capacity in uniting the 
people to fight against the social injustice and inequalities. 


Rabidas Mahasabha and All India Depressed Classes 
League 

In 1934 he went to Calcutta to organize the All India 
Rabidas Mahasabha. As one of the conveners of the All 
India Depressed Classes Leader’s Unity Conference in 1935 
at Kanpur, he attended its session and that conference. He 
was elected as the General Secretary of a new organization 
of the Nationalist Harijans, known as the All India 
Depressed Classes League and remained one of its foremost 
and firmest workers ever since. His inspiring leadership lent 
strength to the organization and his sweet personality bound 
together the sincere depressed class workers throughout. In 
the same year, the Bihar Branch of the League was formed 
making Jagjivan Ram as the President. 


In 1936, Jagjivan Ram was chosen to preside over the 
Lucknow Session of the All India Depressed Classes 
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League, to be followed by many such conferences in West 
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Bombay, and Punjab. He mobilized 
the backward classes and tried to articulate and air their 
genuine grievances. 


The Lucknow session of the All India Depressed Classes 
League in 1936 was inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi and 
presided over by young Jagjivan Ram, in the same year he 
was nominated as a member of the old legislative Council of 
Bihar. He was greatly influenced by Gandhian philosophy 
of life. Restless and ambitious thoughts since his young age, 
his socialization and orientation was directed him towards 
serving the deprived. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram joined the Indian National Congress, in 
1935 at the age of 27 years. 


Mahatma Gandhi was already familiar with Babu Jagjivan 
Ram's ideas since Dr. Rajendra Prasad had informed him 
about the distinguished humanitarian services of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram. Mahatma Gandhi entrusted him with the 
responsibility of Harijan Sevak Sangh. Babu Jagjivan Ram 
accepted this work gladly and thus become directly 
associated with Mahatma Gandhi, freedom movement and 
programme of upliftment of oppressed class. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram had strong faith in Hinduism. He never 
encouraged conversions to Christianity or Muslim. His 
mother also did not support Christianity. When Babu 
Jagjivan Ram was a small boy a Nun in his village came and 
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requested his mother to admit him in the Christian school. 
The Nun offered him free education and also offered higher 
education in other Christian institutions. But his mother did 
not accept the Nun’s request and sent Jagjivan Ram to the 
regular school. Jagjivan Ram also strongly believed that we 
can change the society through the Hindu Religion, not by 
any other religion. He participated in many meetings and 
educated Dalits on this issue. His concept was we are born 
in Hinduism and we shall die in Hinduism with equality and 
dignity. 


When Babu Jagjivan Ram was working as the president of 
All India Depressed Classes League, as a leader of the 
oppressed classes, he was constantly pondering upon ways 
to arrange free access of the Harijans to public places, 
temples, entering to get water from wells and entering to 
schools. He desired equal rights for all. Caste and religion 
based distinctions between human beings were unjust, 
inhuman and an affront to God as well he stated at the top of 
his voice. 


In August 1936, Babu Jagjivan Ram organized a huge rally 
at Lucknow, with the support of All India Depressed Class 
League. Mahatma Gandhi inaugurated it while Babu 
Jagjivan Ram presided over it. In his speech, Gandhi told 
the Harijans about the British rulers’ basic policy of ‘divide 
and rule’. On this occasion, in his presidential speech, Babu 
Jagjivan Ram observed, “If on the basis of complexion, 
colour, type of haircut and body building are to be 
considered separately, it cannot be said that the race of 
people of a particular area is pure. Besides, it has been 
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definitely proved that caste components are not determinant 
factors of a person’s abilities, inferiority or superiority. 
Actually, what matters is the sentiments that link people 
together viz caste sentiments, caste customs, caste conduct, 
caste-language, these are the influential elements to break 
traditions. Mahatma Gandhi’s influence has, in a short span 
of time only, slackened and made flexible, those basic 
constraints between caste and religion which had arrested 
the popularity of Hinduism. 


Jagjivan Ram in his speech said that ‘This has come about 
since the popular Hindu religion based on separatism and 
distinctions, disintegration and division, now has to develop 
a responsible attitude of cohesion in the society and has to 
adopt the principle of equality by commitment. We belong 
to this country with the ideology of equality. Under 
Mahatma Gandhi’s spell of leadership, we are with him in 
the struggle for independence of India. The acceptance of 
Harijan in Hindu religion has aroused the faith of this major 
community. We support Mahatma Gandhi” In this way, 
Babu Jagjivan Ram sought support and devoted cooperation 
for Mahatma Gandhi for the ongoing freedom struggle in 
the country from not only the particular people of 
prominence but the Harijans from different provinces in the 
country’. 


Thereafter Babu Jagjivan Ram actively participated in the 
independence movement by representing the Dalits. 


In 1937 Babu Jagjivan Ram founded the Khetohar Majdoor 
Sabha (landless labour society). It worked with the prime 
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objective of ensuring fair-wages to the agricultural labourers 
and arrangements of basic education for their children. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram opposed the Zamindari System in 1937. He 
was one of the foremost front-ranking leaders to focus on 
improving the yield of millets, pulses, and oilseeds. While 
with high yielding varieties of rice and wheat, a 
breakthrough had been achieved. He realized that three- 
quarters of our arable land was non-irrigated. He promoted 
watershed development in rain-fed areas and asked 
scientists to undertake research on drought-resistant crops. 


Jagjivan Ram was elected to the Bihar Assembly in 1937. 
But resigned from his membership on the issue of irrigation 
cess and he was imprisoned twice for his active participation 
in the Salt Satyagraha and the Quit India Movement. He was 
among the principal leaders who publicly denounced India’s 
participation in the Second World War’. 


Consequences of Dalit movement 

As a member of the Constituent Assembly, he played an 
active role in formulating provisions for the safeguard of the 
depressed classes. Due to the efforts made by the social 
reformers of the above mentioned Dalit movements, various 
provisions were laid down in the constitution of India and 
various other legislations for the upliftment of Dalits so that 
they could live with dignity and security of their fellow 
persons. The Constitution of India was adopted on 26th 
November 1949. In about 65 years the government of India 
and Judiciary has done a lot for the upliftment of Dalits. 
Various provisions of the constitutions which are 
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specifically related to Dalits are implemented as followed by 
Babuji. This is a unique vision of a Parliamentarian to find a 
place in the constitution. 


Babuji as a Young Leader and Dalit Activist 

Congress is a secular party which gives an equal opportunity 
to all without any bias of caste, creed, colour, and race. The 
Congress policy helped Babuji to grow as a Congressman 
for his hard work. As a Government spokesman, his 
speeches were profoundly notable as much for a skilful 
presentation of the Government case as for his mastery of 
facts and figures. Unruffled by interrogations and 
undaunted criticism he could raise the Assembly debates to 
a higher level. As a result of his earnest and ceaseless 
efforts, quite a number of reforms and ameliorative 
measures were adopted for the uplift of Harijans. The 
children of the Dalit Communities were exempted from 
payment of tuition fee in School and Colleges-a facility 
which no other province could afford-and a large number of 
Harijan Scholarships for general education as well as 
technical education were funded. It was during this period 
that the practice of appointing Harijans as constables was 
introduced. 


Shri Jagjivan Ram despite the pressure of government work, 
which he never neglected, did not lose sight of 
organizational work and presided over a number of 
depressed class conferences in Bengal, U.P, Bombay, and 
Punjab with his own presence. He played the leading role in 
the organization of the agricultural classes and was with the 
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helpless victims of social and economic exploitation. When 
the Congress ministers quitted office in November 1939 
following the unbending attitude of the British Government, 
Shri Jagjivan Ram immediately resigned. Thereafter he 
resumed the thread of his Congress and Harijan uplift 
activities. 


He was elected Secretary to the Bihar Provincial Congress 
Committee which office he held till 1946 and the onerous 
responsibilities of which he discharged with credit. In 1940, 
he received call from Gandhi and individual Satyagraha was 
launched. Shri Jagjivan Ram along with other prominent 
Congress leaders offered himself for arrest. The enforced 
leisure got from confinement in Hazaribagh Central Jail 
proved a blessing in disguise and he made the best of the 
opportunity for intensive study and critical observation. 
After his release in 1941, he presided over the all India 
Depressed Classes Conference at Meerut in 1941 and 
continued to be the President till 1948, when he resigned 
after joining the Interim Central Government. He 
consistently believed in the policy of giving every 
community and section a fair and equitable deal and was an 
uncompromising opponent of pampering any community at 
scarifies of the principles of justice. 


Parliamentary Secretary Position 

In Bihar, Jaglal Chaudhury, a Harijan (Pasi by Caste), and 
Jagjivan Ram won on Congress Tickets. There was a 
competition for posts of Cabinet Minister. Dr. Babu 
Rajendra Prasad and other elders from Bihar nominated 
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Jagjivan Ram as Cabinet Minister. But Jagjivan Ram 
refused smoothly, and offered that post to Jaglal Chaudhury 
who was an elder than Jagjivan Ram and senior politician in 
Bihar. He came out from the competition. Then he was 
taken the position as Parliamentary Secretary. It shows that 
character and values of Babu Jagjivan Ram. After that the 
Congress Government has given an opportunity to Jagjivan 
Ram as Cabinet Minister’. 


Participation in Freedom Struggle 

Babuji held the dual responsibility of a worker of Indian 
freedom struggle as well as a fire brand Congress leader. He 
played a pivotal role in strengthening the party as well as the 
freedom struggle by dint of his organizational skill and the 
strong commitment towards the freedom of the country. 
Under the policy of divide and rule, the British wanted to set 
up a puppet government in Bihar. For this, they needed his 
support. They offered a large sum of money and a 
Ministerial berth and other political benefits to buy his 
support. He rejected this immoral request. All national 
leaders and the masses praised this act of patriotism and 
integrity. Gandhiji said that Jagjivan Ram had emerged as 
pure as gold in the test of fire. A Congress government was 
formed after the attempt to form a puppet government which 
became futile. Babuji was appointed the Parliamentary 
Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Co-operative 
Industry and Village Development. In 1938, he resigned 
along with the entire Cabinet on the issue of the Andaman 
prisoners and the British policy of involving India in the 
Second World War’. 
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Jagjivan Ram was in close association with Gandhiji while 
staying at Hardhat Gandhiyi’s ashram. Both went on a 
morning walk and discussed various matters relating to the 
freedom struggle. It was the influence of Gandhiji that had a 
lasting impact on Babuji’s mind. As an industrious man he 
possessed rare skill in organizational work, he played a 
pivotal role in arranging and continuing various party 
activities. In 1942, the historic Quit India Movement was 
launched by the Indian National Congress. As most of the 
main Congress leaders were arrested soon after the 
launching of the movement. Then Gandhi said to the second 
leadership to continue the movement without arrest. 
Jagjivan Ram was assigned the responsibility by Gandhi to 
lead the Quit India Movement towards success in North 
India. He decided to stay in Patna and continue the agitation 
in Quit India Movement. The British Government arrested 
many leaders and looking for the remaining leaders in all the 
places of India. The growing impact of Babuji’s leadership 
raised the movement to its peak. The British started search 
operation to find Babuji. Finally, Babuji was arrested in 
Patna from his house on 20 August 1942 and kept in 
Bamkimpour Jail. After few months he was shifted to 
Hazaribagh jail. He spent 14 months in a jail for Quit India 
Movement. After his release on 10th October 1943, Babuji 
resumed rallies and condemned the March against the 
suppression of Quit India Movement. ° 


Communal Award and Poona Pact 
The Communal Award was made by the British Prime 
Minister Ramsay MacDonald on 16" August 1932 granting 
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separate electorates in India for the Forward Caste, Schedule 
Caste, Muslims, Buddhists, and other depressed classes. It 
was an opportunity to the schedule caste people to elect their 
own people representatives. But Gandhi was not accepted 
the communal award and started his fasting in Yerwada 
Central Jail in Poona. All the politicians and elders in the 
country have made an agreement with Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 
The Poona Pact refers to an agreement between Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi on the reservation of 
electoral seats for the depressed classes in the legislature of 
British India Government. It was made on 24" September 
1932 at Yerwada Central Jail in Poona. 


Jagjivan Ram was 24 years old at the time of Poona Pact. 
Jagjivan ram opposed some points said by Mahatma Gandhi 
at the time Communal Award. Shri Jagjivan Ram was 
compelled to openly contradict a statement made by 
Mahatma Gandhi with regard to the Poona Pact. The 
extraordinary moral courage shown by him was interpreted 
by many as an act of infidelity to the Congress on the part of 
one who professed to be its adherent. This tended to 
pressure flutter and commotion, but Shri Jagjivan Ram 
stood firm and never regretted his action which was based 
on a dearly cherished principle having a rationale. He had 
the courage of conviction to tell his critics that the urge of 


conscience were more powerful for any extraneous consideration. 


Ambedkar and Babu Jagjivan Ram 
When we think about Dalit Leadership in India we 
remember two names. First Dr. B.R.Ambedkar and the 
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Second Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. Dr. B.R Ambedkar was 18 
years older than Babu Jagjivan Ram. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar and 
Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram were path-breaking leaders of the 
Dalit community in India. It is very difficult to draw a line 
of divide between both leaders. Both had dedicated their 
lives to lay the foundation for a truly equal and democratic 
society, but their individual personalities were different. 
Both fought against untouchability but the means were 
different. Both were ministers in Jawaharlal Nehru’s first 
Cabinet after Independence. It proves that their 
contributions and own identity in India were parallel. 
Drawing a comparison between Dr. B.R.Ambedkar and Dr. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram, Prof Shankar said that while Ambedkar 
mainly aimed at heightening the self-confidence levels of 
the backward classes and encouraged them to join the 
mainstream, Jagjivan Ram made significant contributions to 
the administrative system to ensure the betterment of 
people, irrespective of caste. He made sensible use of his 
portfolios as Railway Minister, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Co-operation Minister, Defence Minister 
Etc. and brought several changes in the administration. 


During the freedom movement, Dr.B.R.Ambadkar and 
Babuji made unquestionable efforts to wipe out this evil 
institution whose roots were hidden in an unknown past. 
The factors of the discrimination can be certainly sensibly, 
logically and fairly precisely in the face of modesty from 
well documented past experiences. 


It is difficult to evaluate the Dalit leadership without citing 
Dr.B.R.Ambadkar’s contribution who was the chief 
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architect of nation-building and Babuji’s role in nation 
building was a significant factor in Indian history, as both 
were two torchbearers of the Dalit movement and played a 
significant role during independence and post-independence 
movement. On the issues of depressed sections of India, 
Ambedkar and Babuji were like hallmarks of concerned 
with many programmes to equalize Dalits with the upper 
caste sections. These leaders dealt the Dalit issues in terms 
of ideological forms and their deeds which were visible in 
advocating the liberation of these communities. Moreover, 
these two persons arrested the attention of the entire nation 
towards the Dalit issues and gained the support of many 
national leaders 


The first quarter of the twentieth century witnessed the rise 
of Dalit Leaders like Ambedkar and Babuji, who were 
aware of the hegemonic tactics. But the minor contradiction 
of these two leaders was that Ambedkar fought against the 
supremacy of texts which granted the legitimate powers to 
the upper caste people and sections, whereas Babuji fought 
against the system by proving his efficiency all the time. 
Ambedkar suggested, following Buddhism as the best 
alternative to wiping out age long discrimination prevailed 
in India. Babuji strived for the consolidation of the social 
and political position for genuine transformation of Hindu 
society based on egalitarian principles. He also advocated to 


crack down the Hindu social order and sought for socio-political 
identity and their significant place in the national politics.° 


Ambedkar was 18 years older than Babuji. His impact was 
very high on Babuji. But they worked together in Congress 
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Government firstly as ministers they helped each other to 
many times. When they were making the legislation they 
met each other and discussed the welfare and upliftment of 
poor and weaker sections of the society. After the death of 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, for about 30 years Babuji lived and 
protected the rights of Dalits and protected the reservations 
for Dalits. Those days the media was not hyperactive. Many 
upper caste politicians tried to remove the reservations after 
20 years. But Babuji always fights to continue the 
reservations up to his death. In 1970, Dr. Babu Jagjivan 
Ram written foreword to the reprinted book titled “Who 
were Sudras: How did they come to be the Fourth Varna in 
Indo-Aryan Society” which was written by Dr. 
B.R.Ambedkar. It shows the feel of affection towards Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar. 


It even prompted him to agree with Wavell’s 
characterization in 1944 of the Congress as a caste-Hindu 
party, a description strongly opposed by Gandhi. In fact, in a 
public statement approving Wavell’s position, he argued 
that the Poona Pact was a clear acknowledgment of two 
sections of Hindus, the ‘Harijan’ and the ‘non-Harijans and 
Hindus’. This radicalism in a leading Congress Harijan 
leader indicated the character and temper of Dalit politics at 
that time. Though this statement created an outrage, it made 
him realize the latent trait of his character of not 
compromising on the principle that mattered to him the 
most. He never regretted this action and this gave him the 
firm conviction to stand for his conscience than for any 
other extraneous consideration. And this only earned him 
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greater admiration as a statesman. In the days after 
independence, there were few Scheduled Caste officers at 
the Centre or in the States. The Chief Ministers also 
belonged to the so-called upper castes. 


It was the political clout and the mass leader in Babuji that 
made them acknowledge his role as a prime mover for the 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes after the demise of Ambedkar. 
Babuji made them implement reservation, and start other 
schemes for SC/STs, open hostels, and work against 
untouchability. The Chief Ministers themselves would 
regularly send to him the implementation reports of 
reservation and welfare scheme Babuji was instrumental in 
the enactment of the Anti-Untouchability Act, which was 
modified in 1976 and named as the Protection of Civil 
Rights Act, 1955. 


Although both Dr. Ambedkar and Babu Jagjivan Ram 
suffered the stigma of Untouchability, their ways of 
confronting were different. Dr. Ambedkar was radical in 
thinking and announced that Hinduism was immune to 
reforms and its ways opposed to democratic norms but 
Babuji was polite and believed that rendering financial, 
educational, employment support to SC/ST peoples shall 
lose their economic slavery bonds and pave the way for 
breaking them. So he worked for their welfare round the 
clock and got implemented to the possible extent, the rules 
framed for the welfare of deprived sections of society. But 
both leaders never confronted with each other on this 
account. Dr. Ambedkar wanted to break the saddles of 
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caste-ism by all means, whereas Babuji remained in the 
Hindu fold and tried for the uplift of Downtrodden by 
effectively getting implemented the rules framed for the 
betterment of the Scheduled Castes and other 
disadvantageous peoples resulting in alleviating their 
financial status’. 


Summary 

Babuji was greatly influenced by Gandhiji’s philosophy of 
life. He accepted and believed that Gandhiji as the 
unrivalled leader of the freedom movement. Babu Jagjivan 
Ram has a good relationship with Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi 
identified the competence of Babu Jagjivan Ram and 
nominated his as a secretary for Harijan Sevak Sangh (an 
organization established by Gandhi to serve Harijans) in 
1933. Babu Jagjivan Ram worked a lot through Harijan 
Sevak Sangh. Another side he was organised conferences in 
1934, 1935 with the All India Ravidas Sammelan in 
Calcutta and Kanpur. Babu Jagjivan Ram joined the Indian 
National Congress, in 1935 at the age of 27 years. In 1936, 
Jagjivan Ram was chosen to preside over the Lucknow 
Session of the All India Depressed Classes League, to be 
followed by many such conferences in West Bengal, Uttar 
Pradesh, Bombay, and Punjab. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram shared a chair with Mahatma Gandhi in 
many freedom struggle movements in Bihar and Kolkata. In 
1937 Babu Jagjivan Ram founded the Khetohar Majdoor 
Sabha (landless labour society) against the Jamindari 
System. It worked with the prime objective of ensuring fair- 
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wages to the agricultural labourers and arrangements of 
basic education for their children. 


After many agitations as youth leader, he was elected to the 
Bihar Assembly in 1937. But resigned from his membership 
on the issue of irrigation cess and he was imprisoned twice 
for his active participation in the Salt Satyagraha and the 
Quit India Movement. He actively participated in many 
movements done during the independence struggle. 


Ambedkar was 18 years older than Babuji. His impact was 
very high on Babuji. But they worked together in Congress 
Government firstly as ministers they helped each other to 
many times. When they were making the legislation they 
met each other and discussed the welfare and upliftment of 
poor and weaker sections of the society. After the death of 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, for about 30 years Babuji lived and 
protected the rights of Dalits and protected the reservations 
for Dalits. Those days, the media was not hyperactive. Many 
upper caste politicians tried to remove the reservations after 
10 and 20 years. But Babuji always fights to continue the 
reservations up to his death. 


After death of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, all Indian Dalits and 
depressed classes reached Jagjivan Ram. He was only a 
person for Dalits in New Delhi. All people from south India 
or North India met Jagjivan Ram for their works and issues 
related to Dalits in India. He was also a great person and 
having the second rank position in Indian National 
Congress. The legislative career and other works of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram were discussed in the next chapter. 
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During his student life, he successfully founded many 
organizations and organized conferences on behalf of 
different labourers and mazdoors of the lower strata of the 
society. Through his organizations he involved the 
depressed classes in the freedom struggle and also rallied a 
noble intention that all Dalit leaders should unite. He not 
only fought for social reform but also demanded political 
representation. By dint of his boosting activities, he came in 
contact with many powerful leaders and freedom fighters in 
India. 


In 1934, an earthquake struck Bihar with fatal consequences 
for which Babu Jagjivan Ram visited North Bihar to 
organize relief work. He worked round the clock to organize 
clothing, shelter, medical aid and other relief supplies for 
the people affected by the calamity. He got an identity by 
his welfare services for the cause of victims of the 
earthquake in North Bihar. Mahatma Gandhi and Freedom 
fighters visited those places and provided humanitarian 
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services to the earthquake victims of North Bihar. During 
that time Jagjivan Ram met Gandhi and felt that Gandhi was 
the only person being the national leader, who was fighting 
not only for the Independence of the country but also for the 
emancipation of the depressed classes and Harijans. This 
interaction relating to the services of Bapuji to the victims 
increased the passion in Jagjivan Ram. 


He was instrumental in laying the foundation of the All- 
India Depressed Classes League, an organization dedicated 
to attaining equality for untouchables, in 1935. First time in 
1936, Babuji was elected to the Bihar Legislative Assembly 
through the Bhartiya Depressed Classes League (BDCL), 
which was political party established by Babu Jagjivan 
Ram. It was a history that an untouchable Chamar started a 
political party and contested in 15 places in India. The 
country surprised the activity of Babuji at the age of 
28years. He got victory in 15 candidates of BDCL from 
reserved constituencies in India. He was just 28 years old at 
that time. This is the capacity of Babu Jagjivan Ram as 
politician. Thereafter, on the invitation of Congress, he 
joined Congress with his 15 MLAs. Then he organised a 
movement for the rights of the labour class, Dalits of India. 


Jagjivan Ram was actively involved in the freedom 
movement. He clearly followed the words of Mahatma 
Gandhi to implement the activities of Independence 
Movement. In 1935 he has given a speech in Hindu Maha 
Sabha and demanded to give an entry to Dalits into temples 
and right to drinking water from ponds, wells and tanks. In 
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the same year he was organised the movements to access the 
water from the tanks. 


He had given his resignation against to the decision of 
Yunus government which introduced tax on drinking water. 
After that he worked with people for eradication of 
untouchability and also built independence movement in 
India. He visited many places by the words of Gandhi. 


Political Career 

The political career of Babu Jagjivan Ram is marked by a 
true spirit of sacrifice for the nation. For the first time when 
Congress Ministry was formed Babuji held the post of 
Parliamentary Secretary from 1937 to 1939. In September 
1946 when interim government was formed Jawaharlal 
Nehru called Babuji to take charge of the portfolio of 
Labour Ministry. After independence too he continued with 
Labour Ministry and later during consecutive years he held 
several important portfolios in the central cabinet and 
proved himself one of the powerful and outstanding 
parliamentarians of the period. 


Jagjivan Ram as Union Minister for Labour 

From 1940 onwards his life was one of continuous struggle 
for the legitimate rights of his people. In 1946, he became 
the youngest minister in Jawaharlal Nehru's provisional 
government in the First Indian Cabinet, as a Labour 
Minister, where he laid the foundation for several labour 
welfare policies in India. After Independence, 15th August 
1947 he became Minister and was entrusted with the labour 
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Portfolio in the Interim National (Cabinet. This 
announcement gave universal satisfaction and was hailed as 
heralding a new era of hope for the Harijan Masses of India. 
Leaving aside those his vision was warped by prejudice. 
This nomination met the claim and demand of the depressed 
classes to be represented by one who shared their joy and 
sorrows that symbolizes their hopes and aspiration. He was 
the youngest minister in the two interim governments. 


His very first attempt, soon after the assumption of charges 
was to take steps to regulate the working conditions of 
labour in agricultural holdings who hailed from the major 
percentage of labour in this country. The Minimum wages 
Act provided for the fixation and periodic review and 
revision when necessary, of minimum rates of wages 
payable to workers employed in certain scheduled 
employments, most of which were disorganized and 
scattered over large areas. These employments included 
among others, plantations, agriculture and allied occupations 
taking into consideration the great diversity of economic and 
social conditions from an integral part of the country. The 
operation of this act presented formidable difficulties and 
yet since India is chiefly an agricultural country today with 
the majority of the workers engaged in agriculture or allied 
occupations, this enactment exerted a direct hearing on the 
lives of large masses of workers. It was primarily intended 
to eliminate sweating conditions and the possibility of 
exploitation of labour. Jagjivan Ram’s policy had always 
been for the recognition of labour to own partnership in 
industry. It was this policy which prompted him to look with 


Footprints of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram in Progressive India 


Dr. Mutluri Abraham 43 


favour the organization of the Indian national trade union 
congress embracing all categories of labour. It was for the 
first time, that plantation and agricultural labours were 
brought under a union. He recognized that the exploitation 
of the worker by interested parties could only be checked by 
genuine trade unions. When he found that all employers 
were not mentioned to recognize and negotiate with trade 
unions which satisfied the qualifying conditions, he 
immediately modified trade unions Act compelling 
employers to recognize and to negotiate with Trade Unions. 


An Architect of Enacting Labour Laws 

He was a man with multifaceted personality. His untiring 
work as leader of the common people gave him recognition 
worldwide. He was always worried about the welfare of the 
oppressed and working classes in India and got the portfolio 
as per his choice to prove his best for the hapless, destitute 
and exploited Indian workers working in troubled waters. 
During his tenure, he laid the foundation of many labour 
welfare policies and programmes in India. His charismatic 
leadership style and sincere effort for the development of 
working depressed classes are duly rewarded by the 
government of India time to time either by sending him to 
participate in world’s prestigious organisations or assigned 
him with the most important portfolios of Government of 
India. He was requested to attend the international labour 
conference on August 1947 in Geneva organised by the 
international labour organisation (ILO) along with an 
influential high-profile Indian delegation. As first cabinet 
Labour minister of India, he gave the new dimension to the 
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labour legislation in the country. He announced and strictly 
implemented several labour legislation for the country. 


These are 

1. The Mica Mines Labour Welfare Fund Act, 1946 

2: The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1947 

3. The industrial Disputes Act, 1947 

4. The Employees State Insurance Act, 1948. 

5: The Factories Act, 1948, 

6. The Employees State Insurance Act, 1948; 

7. The Employees Provident Fund and Miscellaneous 


Provisions Act, 1948; 

8. The Coal Mines Provident Fund and Bonus Scheme 
Act, 1948 

9. The U.P. Sugar and Power Alcohol Industries Labour 
Welfare and Development Fund Act, 1950 for labour 
in sugar industries. 

10. The Plantation Labour Act, 1951 and 

11. The Mines Act, 1952 


Among the above Acts, some of the notable Acts included 
the Minimum Wages Act, Employees’ State Insurance Act 
and Industrial Dispute Act in which he had tried to give 
justice and equity to labour community of our country. 
Besides he had also pondered over issues like bonded 
labour, working conditions at mines for adults, women and 
children, welfare and wellbeing of working classes and also 
committed to improving the welfare of labourers. That’s 
why he emphasized by saying that “Real Swaraj lies in 
reinstalling the worker in the field and factory to his rightful 


lss 


place in society ”. 
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He continued in the labour portfolio till 1952. During his six 
year tenure as labour minister, he was confronted with a lot 
of difficulties and bitter criticisms from different scores in 
framing the labour welfare laws and in its implementation. 
He always thanked the top leadership at that time who 
extended him all supports and strength for enacting so many 
laws with wide popularity and acceptability. Besides, he 
also focused on the development and provisioning of houses 
either free of cost or with minimum contribution from 
employees within the premises of factories or in the vicinity 
of it. 


In connection with awarding fair remuneration, social 
security and housing to labourers, he aptly remarked that 
“Workers in any society can become efficient and 
responsible for their duties only if they are given a proper 
training, reasonable wages, decent housing and adequate 
social services. A discontented labour force is the worst 
possible investment.” In fact, a discontented labourer creates 
multiple problems for industries. That’s why in present 
human resource management era, the labour disputes are 
being solved first on a priority basis because they can ruin 
the industry if dissatisfied or can take the industry to a new 
height if satisfied with the package of benefits. 


As the labour welfare matter come under the concurrent list 
of Indian Constitution, he strongly appealed to the state 
governments to enact their own legislation for development, 
social security and welfare of workers in the state. Realizing 
the importance of the provision of free or subsidized 
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housing to working classes as one of the labour welfare 
measures, many state governments enacted their own laws. 
The notable legislation relating to the housing of working 
classes are 

The Bombay Housing Board act, 1948, 

The Madhya Pradesh Board Act, 1950, 

The Hyderabad Labour Housing Act, 1952, etc. 


He did tremendous work for the development and promoting 
the welfare of depressed and most exploited working 
classes. Expressing gratitude to Babuji’s contribution on 
labour legislation, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, the Ex-President of 
India aptly remarked that “As Labour minister, he laid the 
foundation for a new era of labour welfare, industrial 
climate and productivity in the form of Minimum wages Act 
and Employees State Insurance Act?” 

Besides, he was very serious about framing and enacting a 
labour legislation because he was well convinced that the 
labour law should benefit both the employers and the 
employees by satisfying their contrasting nature. For 
example, before finalizing the Indian Trade Unions 
(Amendment) Bill 1946, he had consulted rigorously with 
his friends Prof. Griffiths, Ishaq Seth, various Provincial 
Governments, employers’ organisations and workers’ 
associations and other stakeholders. He was minutely 
listening to the vehement comments from his friends, top 
management of industrial undertakings and members of 
associations and also tried to find the best alternative suited 
to both parties in establishing the industrial peace and 
prosperity. These opinions were finally incorporated in Bill. 
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The Indian constitution is also given due importance to 
safeguarding the interest of suppressed labour class in the 
country. Perhaps the earlier labour legislation is reflected in 
our holy constitution. Article 39(d) of the constitution 
emphasizes on ensuring equal remuneration for equal work, 
Article 41 focuses on the right to work and assuring the 
additional benefits along with minimum wages to workers in 
the different production units. Similarly, Article 42, Article 
43 and Article 43A of the constitution emphasizes on 
working conditions at workplace and maternity benefits, 
living wages and workers participation in management for 
healthy industrial environment respectively. These 
constitutional provisions for labour welfare are based on 
Babuji’s labour welfare measures initiated earlier. Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar the architect of Indian constitution consulted 
with Babuji in connection with the promotion of labour 
welfare’. 


Flight Accident and Babu Jagjivan Ram 

Jagjivan Ram met a flight accident in July 1947. He 
represented from India to ILO labour conference at Geneva. 
He elected as a president to ILO. He participated in the 
conference and tool many decisions for the welfare and the 
development of labours in the world. When he was coming 
back from Geneva to India, he met a flight accident in 
Africa. His flight was fall down suddenly in the place of 
‘Basara? due to the problems came in flight engine. It 
wonders that fire crash was not there. Jagjivan Ram had 
severely injured and had a facture in the left leg. He spent 
whole night in the crashed flight. In the morning people of 
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the Basara village came and took them to the hospital. They 
provided treatment for a month. Then he became a normal 
person. But the fracture of his leg has created disturbance in 
many incidences in his life. 


Other Cabinet Ministries 
Union Minister for Labour: In interim government (2nd 
September 1946 to 15" August 1947) 


Union Minister for Labour: (15" August 1947 to 13" May 
1952) He framed many landmark legislations such as 
Industrial Disputes Act, 1947; Minimum Wages Act, 1948; 
Employees State Insurance Act, 1948; Labour Act, 1951; 
Employees Provident Fund Act, 1952, etc. He was the first 
Indian Labour Minister to preside over the International 
Labour Organization meet in Geneva. 


Union Minister for Communication: (13 May 1952 to 7" 
December 1956) during this period he brought several 
developments in the field. In 1953, he nationalized private 
airlines and established Indian Airlines Corporation and Air 
India International. He also extended the network of post, 
telegraph and telecommunication to remote village areas. 
Air Corporation Act, 3 super constellation Aircrafts and 
subsequently 3 Boeing 707 Jet planes were purchased by 
Air India during 1953 and 1956 respectively. Introduction of 
All India cultural meet for post and telegraph employees 
were carried out, Telegrams in Hindi were introduced 
during this period and a Hindi Journal 'DAKTAR' was 
started, Public call office and opening of various now 
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Telephone Exchanges were some of the notable 
improvements during his reign’. 


Union Minister for Railways and Transport: (Tth 
December 1956 to 17th April 1957).He reviewed the old 
regulations and improved the service conditions of railways 
and transport employees. 


Union Minister for Railways: (17th April 1957 to 10th 
April 1962) He modernized the railways and extended its 
network to different parts of the country. 1n 1957, orders for 
reservation in connection with the promotion for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes were issued for the first time. 


As Railway Minister, he modernized Railways and took 
innumerable welfare measures for Railway employees and 
set a record by not allowing any increase in passenger fares 
for five years. It is worth recalling that during the tenure of 
Babuji as Railway Minister, Brahmaputra Bridge was built, 
which is a unique example of engineering excellence. With 
the construction of the bridge, Assam and the other North- 
East Bordering States got connected with the mainland of 
the country and it paved the way for the full development of 
that region. Apart from being an important means of 
national unity and integration, the strategic importance of 
this bridge further increased, keeping in view the security- 
related challenges being faced by the North-East Bordering 
States which is an excellent example of Babuji's 
farsightedness’. He further gave a new thrust for the 
modernization of the Railways and took innumerable 
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welfare measures for Railway employees. In fact, it was in 
1957, that for the first time under Babuji’s initiative (as the 
Minister of Railways) that reservation in promotion for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was issued. His 
decision met with serious protests and opposition and the 
matter was brought before the Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court too upheld this policy and the provision of reservation 
in promotion has been in existence ever since. He was also 
referred as the “Pitamaha” of railways” and also sowed the 
seeds for the labour movement in the country®. 


Union Minister for Transport and Communications: (10" 
April 1962 to 31st August 1963) Metrology was used for the 
first time in river valley projects, irrigation projects and in 
the navy. The scholarship was offered for the first time for 
pilot training in flying clubs. Calcutta, Haldia, Madras, 
Vishakhapatnam, Kandla Ports were extensively extended; 
State level roads were converted into national highways on a 
large scale. To strengthen the Indian National Congress, he 
resigned from the Government under the Kamaraj Plan on 
31 August 1963. 


He advanced India's parliamentary arrangement of 
administration, both as a Member of Parliament and as a 
Minister. He had authoritative abilities and sharpness. He 
had demonstrated extraordinary political shrewdness and 
comprehension in managing the nation's difficulties. He 
took lead in the definition of sound and result-situated 
arrangements and projects concerning the Ministries and 
Departments under his charge and executed them 
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proficiently. He was touchy to the general population's 
needs and advancement necessities and was quick at taking 
fitting measures to oversee different difficult situations in 
the nation’. 


Union Minister for Labour, Employment & 
Rehabilitation: (24"Jan 1966 to 13th March 1967) for 
providing security to the workers serving in mines and 
related fields, he framed the Mines Vocational Training 
Rules, 1966. He reviewed the old labour laws and 
implemented them in a more effective manner. 

Union Minister for Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development & Cooperative: (13th March 1967 to 27th 
June 1970) Facing the most severe drought of 1967 with 
firm determination, he ensured that nobody died of hunger. 
He launched the 'grow more crops scheme’ and brought 
about the 'Green Revolution’. Our country not only became 
self-sufficient in food grains for the first time but also 
started its export. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram said during his thoughtful deliberation 
on agricultural growth in India, “The growth of the national 
economy is, in a way, the growth of agriculture itself. And 
the development of agriculture in a rational way is, to a 
considerable extent, the promotion of social justice for the 
weaker sections”. Welfare of weaker sections of the society, 
protection of their basic rights, and promotion of social 
justice in Indian society was always the deepest concern of 
Babu Jagjivan Ram who always made himself and others to 
think and act within the serene framework of human rights 
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and social justice which have become the most thought 
about buzzwords of modern democratic world. 


Deep in his heart, Babuji realized that in a country where 
agriculture was the mainstay of more than 80% of its 
population and more than 90% of the population belonged 
to rural poor, the welfare of farmers and agricultural labours 
was imperative for the national development. On the other 
hand, given the acute drought conditions the country 
witnessed during the sixties, hunger and food insecurity 
became a severe problem for the burgeoning population, 
especially the weaker sections. In this critical juncture, Babu 
Jagjivan stepped in with a noble mission of saving people 
from these staggering problems. As a nationalist leader and 
champion of social justice, he was concerned about the 
socio-economic condition of farmers and impoverished 
population of the country. 


As Food and Agriculture Minister during 1967-70, he pulled 
the country out of the clutches of a severe drought, heralded 
the Green Revolution and for the first time and made India 
self-sufficient in food. In 1974, Jagjivan Ram took charge of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation. He organized the 
Public Distribution System to ensure that food available to 
the masses at a reasonable price. Large-scale feeding 
programmes were organized for the benefit of the vulnerable 
sections of the population. In political power, he saw the 
opportunity to transform people’s lives and promote their 
welfare through bold and well thought-out plans. Even when 
he was Parliamentary Secretary, he organized the Khetihaar 
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Mazdoor Sabha to uphold the rights of agricultural 
labourers. Another important contribution of Jagjivan Ram 
was in the field of Land Reforms, to which he accorded 
much priority as an effective step to transform the rural 
economy as well as the life of rural poor. He attached 
humanitarian values to the solution of problems of farmers, 
agricultural labours and the poor in our society’. 


While writing an opinion in the Hindu on 27/2/2008, M.S. 
Swaminathan said, “The best tribute we can pay to Jagjivan 
Ram’s life and work is the conversion of the concept of 
inclusive growth from rhetoric into reality.” Swaminathan 
argued that Jagjivan Ram was a visionary leader, who 
adopted creative and innovative methods. The initiatives 
were taken for acceptation of the green revolution, opening 
Krishi Vigyan Kendras, National Bureau of Plant Genetic 
Resources, New Delhi, the National Bureau of Soil Survey 
and Land Use Planning at Nagpur etc. The impact of his 
work as Food and agriculture minister may also be 
understood from the fact that food grains production 
increased from 74 million to 94 million. At the same time, 
he worked hard to ensure proper implementation of the 
Public Distribution system. Obviously, Jagjivan Ram was a 
great institution builder and always respected the autonomy 
of institutions’. 


Union Minister for Additional Charge of Labour, 
Employment & Rehabilitation: (15th November 1969 to 
18th February 1970) He enforced the labour laws strictly. 
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As a Congress President: for the first time in the History of 
Indian National Congress an unprecedented split was 
witnessed in the year 1969. It was beginning of cold war 
between Kamaraj, Nijalingappa and Murarji on one side and 
Indira Gandhi and Jagjivan Ram on the other. In the 
meantime apart from ministerial charge, he was also elected 
as congress president after the split, on 18th December 1969 
and here too he proved like a mountain for reactionaries. 


Union Minister for Defence: (27th June 1970 to 10th 
October 1974). As Defence Minister, he ensured historical 
victory in the Indo-Pak war, due to which Bangladesh was 
created. It was for the first time that India won a war. He 
provided liberal financial support and better employment 
opportunities to the wounded and the families of the 
martyrs. During his term as defence minister many 
significant improvements were brought in. Defence system 
was revamped, modern weapons were purchased, 
recruitment in defence was thrown open to all the sections 
of society, self-reliance in almost all the spheres was 
brought, concession felicities to armed personnel were 
introduced, etc. Such other improvements aroused greatest 
love and affection among the army personnel for their 


beloved leader Babu Jagjivan Ram”. 


As Defence minister, he gave a strong reply to the then 
Pakistan's General Niazi when he challenged India and won 
victory in Bangladesh liberation war under the dynamic 
leadership of Smt. Indira Gandhi. He was a great patriot and 
wanted Hindus to stay united and work for the nation. 
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People of the country should never forget his 


contribution"!, 


In his historic parliamentary statement on December 16, 
1971, as defence minister announcing the emergence of 
Independent Bangladesh, he said “I have an announcement 
to make. The West Pakistani forces have unconditionally 
surrendered in Bangladesh... Dacca (now called Dhaka) is 
now the free capital of a free country,” minutes after 
Pakistani troops conceded defeat to the Indo-Bangla joint 
forces after nine months of the war. In a book, the then chief 
of general staff in Eastern commands Lt. Gen. (retd.) JFR 
Jacob described him as “perhaps the best Defence minister 
we (India) have had. He had an excellent grasp of military 
strategy. He was also an able administrator. These words 
show the capacities of the untouchable communities in 
India. Babu Jagjivan Ram proved that the untouchable 
person do any this if they have the power. 


Union Minister for Food, Agriculture and Irrigation. (10th 
October 1974 to 2"! February 1977) to improve the 
deteriorating food front, he again took charge of the Food 
and Agriculture Ministry. He settled the international water 
disputes over distribution of river Ganga waters with 
Bangladesh. At the national level, disputes over the 
distribution of the Ganga water were settled between 
different States. He also set up a Commission to settle future 
disputes. He changed the fate of Indian economy during the 
crisis period specifically in agriculture, food production and 
irrigation development and achieved many successes for his 
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ministry and saved the motherland and its people from acute 
food shortage and from external aggression. He will be ever 
remembered for his contribution to Indian agriculture and 
irrigation development during last 60’s and 70’s. The 
country was faced a famine due to constant crop failure and 
scanty rainfall in many parts of India in two consecutive 
years. 


At that time, the green revolution had already entered India 
in the form of HYV rice and wheat seeds but it required the 
minimum quality inputs like assured irrigation, technology, 
fertilizers and pesticides along with a dynamic leader who 
could assist the renowned agricultural scientist Prof. M.S. 
Swaminathan on policy measures for effective 
implementation. Babuji took the office of Ministry of 
agriculture and food production of the government of India 
in 60’s. Fortunately, the Babuji-Swaminathan combination 
proved successful, as both the sons of India worked 
unidimensionally to augment food production through the 
Green Revolution. In fact, as minister of agriculture and 
food production, he had focused on three vital aspects of 
Indian agriculture i.e. a) accelerating agricultural growth, b) 
augmenting food production and c) streamlining the public 
distribution system (PDS). 


Jagjivan Ram held many ministries and performed 
extraordinarily. He was the guiding spirit behind issuing 
ration cards to the poor so that they could get food grain at 
an affordable price. During his two terms as minister of 
agriculture, his agricultural policy was concentrated on the 
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above three things. He finally succeeded in ensuring food 
security to millions of Indians by changing the traditional 
agriculture sector to a vibrant and dominant sector of the 
economy. 


Jagjivan Ram always maintained that irrigation should be 
linked to agriculture in political oversight and decision 
making. Minor irrigation including rainwater harvesting, 
conservation and aquifer recharge was his special focus. His 
policy was to promote command area development in 
irrigated areas and watershed development in rain-fed areas. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram was a leader with a strong sense of 
justice. He consistently believed in giving each and every 
community a fair and equitable deal. But when the Shimla 
talks (resulting in the Cabinet Mission Plan) between the 
Congress and the Muslim League were being held in 1945, 
he could see that the interests of the untouchables, whom he 
saw as a minority too, were not being considered. He agreed 
with Dr Ambedkar that the Dalits had been treated unfairly 
by the Cabinet Mission, and reiterated the demand of the 
Depressed Classes League that ‘Scheduled Castes should be 
given representation in the Constituent Assembly and the 
Legislative Assembly in proportion to their population in a 
province.” This was the same line as articulated by Dr 
Ambedkar’s Scheduled Castes Federation. In fact, Jagjivan 
Ram had realized that not much progress had occurred in 
society for the Dalits till the 1940s and reassessed his position. 


Every year, the Government of India gives an award to 11 
farmers with the name “Jagjivan Ram Abhinav Kisan 
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Puruskar/ Jagjivan Ram Innovative Farmer Award 
(National/Zonal)” to the best farmers in India. The award is 
conferred by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. 
The objectives of this award were to recognize the 
contribution of innovative farmers for initiatives in 
development, adoption, modification and dissemination of 
improved technology and practices for increased income 
with sustainability. It was a glaring recognition and honour 
to Babuji. 


Food grain Procurement 

He also emphasized on the consumption and production of 
both freshwater and marine fish products in the country. He 
proposed to both central and state governments for the 
construction of fishing harbours in the country. To enhance 
the fish production, he stressed on imparting training to 
shipping vessel personnel. He actually emphasized on how 
to catch more fish in the deep sea. The harvesting of fish in 
deep see would definitely serve two objectives of the 
government; firstly it would increase fish production and 
secondly generate more income and employment to fishing 
communities. Therefore he emphasized on deep sea fishing 
through public and private entrepreneurship in fishing 
sectors’. 


Union Minister for Defence and Deputy Prime 
Ministership: (28th March 1977 to 24th January 1979) 

The emergency was one of the crucial periods in India. 
Many people suffered during the emergency period. Dr 
Babu Jagjivan Ram did not support the emergency. He 
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argued with Indira Gandhi and came out from the Congress 
party along with his supporters in 1977. Due to this activity, 
the Congress government lost the confidence of majority 
and Indira Gandhi resigned as Prime Minister. Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee brought him in touch with Morarji Desai. The 
Dalit leadership in the states during this period was largely 
the product of his art of cultivating leadership at the ground 
level. His efforts lead to Damodaram Sanjivayya and Bhola 
Paswan Shastri being sworn in as chief ministers of Andhra 
Pradesh and Bihar”. Indira Gandhi went for the general 
elections. 


A few days before the elections, Jagjivan Ram addressed an 
opposition rally at the famous Ram Lila Grounds in Delhi. 
The national broadcaster Doordarshan allegedly attempted 
to stop crowds from participating in the demonstration by 
telecasting the blockbuster movie Bobby which was 
released on 28'" September 1973. The rally still drew large 
crowds, and a newspaper headline the next day ran "Babu 
beats Bobby”. On 25 March 1977 he joined the Janata 
Government and became Defence Minister and between 
March 1977 and August 1979, Jagjivan Ram was the 
Deputy Prime Minister in India’s first non-Congress 
government. Initially reluctant to join the cabinet, he was 
not present at the oath-taking ceremony on 27 March 1977; 
he eventually did so at the behest of Jai Prakash Narayan, 
who insisted that his presence was necessary, "not just as an 
individual but as a political and social force" and took oath 
later on. He merged CFD with Janata Party on 1* May 1977. 
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As Defence Minister, he inducted the modern, sophisticated 
fighter aircraft Jaguar in the Air Force. He improved the 
service conditions of the Army, Air and Naval personnel 
and provided them better pay and facilities. No Cabinet 
Minister or Deputy Prime Minister has had such a long 
tenure. 


After the fall of the Janata Government, Babuji launched his 
own party the Congress (J) on 5 August 1981 and in the 
General Election of December 1984, he once again returned 
victorious to the Lok Sabha. He remained a Member of 
Parliament till his death in 1986, after over fifty years as a 
parliamentarian. He was elected from Sasaram parliament 
constituency in Bihar. His uninterrupted representation in 
the Parliament from1936 to 1986 is a landmark in the annals 
of history’. 


Facts about the Dalit Icon Jagjivan Ram 

1. Jagjivan Ram was 18 years Younger to Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar and he lived about 30 years after death of Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar. He become number two position in 
Congress Government and he served many scheduled 
caste people in India 

2. Jagjivan Ram holds a world record of being a 
parliamentarian uninterrupted for a record 50 years 
between 1936 and 1986 from the same constituency. 

3. Jagjivan Ram, one of the most revered Dalit leaders, 
served as defence minister of India during the India- 
Pakistan war of 1971. He later served as deputy prime 
minister of the country between 1977 and 1979. 
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4. 


He was an active participant in the country's 
independence struggle and also founded the All-India 
Depressed Classes League, dedicated to attaining 
equality for untouchables in 1935. 

He was highly proficient in Sanskrit and was invited to 
join Banaras Hindu University by its founder Madan 
Mohan Malviya. 

Jagjivan Ram daughter Meira Kumar served as the Lok 
Sabha Speaker between 2009 and 2014"°. 

Jagjivan Ram had fighting nature. He argued with 
Gandhi when Gandhi compared Harijans as Cow. He 
fights with Gandhi up to taken the back. He fights with 
Nehru in about Tandon Case. He supported a Tandon 
based on the justice. He fights with Indira Gandhi at the 
time of emergency. These all are examples that Jagjivan 
Ram had fighting nature. 

He lived 78 years among them 52years he lived in 
politics and he was a minister about 40years. It was very 
great; a person from Dalit community reaching this 
position is not an easy. He done politics with purity and 
no remark was quoted against him during his tenure. 
Mahommad Ali Jinnah tried to promote the conversions 
from Dalits to Muslims. Jagjivan Ram controlled the 
religious conversions of Dalits from Hindu to Muslim. 
He argued many times with Jinnah about this issue. 


In the post-independent India, he won all the Lok Sabha 
elections-1952, 1957 (Unopposed), 1962, 1967, 1971, 1977, 
1980, 1984 from the same constituency of Sasaram. People 


of Sasaram were like his Kith and Kin. He was always there 
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for them. They too, in turn, always stood by him. He 
brought historic glory to Sasaram the way Sher Shah Suri 
had once done. From 1936, until his death in 1986, his 
uninterrupted Parliamentary career of half a century is a 
world record. He had an unparallel record of serving as the 
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister in the Central Cabinet 
for 4 decades. With his awesome administrative ability, he 
not only successfully met the challenges of nation building 
but also streamlined the ministries he held. He was one of 
the important members of Indian National Congress. He 
worked as a secretary for Harijan Sevak Sangh. His long 
tenure for four decades is a reflection of a fearless and 
dedicated life. Since the inception of the Parliament, till his 
death, he represented the same constituency and fought and 
won every election’®. Ambedkar and Jagjivan Ram both are 
the successful persons at their legacy and shown us the way 
and it is now up to us to follow their path”. 


It clearly shows that Jagjivan Ram was a dynamic, 
committed, hard-working, inclusive leader who always 
believed in institutionalized solutions to various challenges 
faced by the country. He blended continuity and change. 
The discourse of Saint Ravidas the alive immense desire to 
serve the poor man and it showed the continuity of Indian 
civilization. Further, the immense dedication to modernized 
and institutionalized solutions to challenges reflects the 
change. His rise from a member of an oppressed section of 
society to Deputy Prime Minister of India is unprecedented 
and guides the youths from below to seek solutions to 
various challenges by participating in mainstream politics. It 
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may not be argued that Jagjivan Ram represents masses of 
this country. He will always be remembered as the leader 
who strengthened the nation and paved the way for an 
egalitarian society". 


As much as one speaks or writes about Babuji, still the 
depiction will be less. An estimation of the contributions of 
Babuji in the field of Politics is immeasurable. He shines 
like a luminous star that hassles in the political firmament. 
His societal reforms in the social arena are in comparable. In 
the history of the political account, he commands respect 
from the people living in the lowest of the low strata of the 
society. For his ceaseless efforts to alleviate the economic 
standards of the people, they put him in a place which is 
hardly fit for others of his time. It will be no exaggeration to 
say he deserves the prestigious Bharat Ratna, which could 
not be conferred during his lifetime. No reward can satisfy 
his soul and his work was his award. Like the sweet 
fragrance of Parijata flower of India’s garden would be 
refreshing each and every Indian beside the Dalits. In a 
word, his services for the larger benefits of the Dalits can be 
a Poetic allegory as dew drops in the broad great grass field 
of politics that shine in the beaming rays of the morning sun. 


Summary 

First time in 1936, when he was 28 years old, Babuji was 
elected to the Bihar Legislative Assembly through the 
Bhartiya Depressed Classes League (BDCL), which was his 
own Organization. Thereafter, on the invitation of Congress, 
he joined Congress with his 14 MLAs. After that he actively 
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involved in Independence struggle along with all Congress 
leaders. 


In 1946, he became the youngest minister in Jawaharlal 
Nehru's provisional government along with 
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar in the First Indian Cabinet, as a Labour 
Minister, where he laid the foundation for several labour 
welfare policies in India. After that he worked as 
Communication Minister, Rail and Transport Minister, 
Railway Minister, Labour, Employment & Rehabilitation 
Minister, Food, Agriculture, Community Development & 
Cooperative Minister, Defence Minister and acted as deputy 
prime minister. After resignation of Morarji Desai he had a 
support from MPs. But the president not gave a chance to 
prove his support. So that he lost the chance to become 
prime minister of India 


Jagjivan Ram holds a world record of being a 
parliamentarian uninterrupted for a record 50 years between 
1936 and 1986 from the same constituency. Jagjivan Ram, 
one of the most revered Dalit leaders, served as defence 
minister of India during the India-Pakistan war of 1971. He 
later served as Deputy Prime Minister of the country 
between 1977 and 1979. He was an active participant in the 
country's independence struggle and also founded the All- 
India Depressed Classes League, dedicated to attaining 
equality for untouchables in 1935. He was highly proficient 
in Sanskrit and Bengali. 
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Jagjivan Ram’s Ideas, Relationships and 
Perspectives 


Bismarck observed that a really great man is known by three 
qualities: Generosity in design, humanity in execution, and 
moderation in success. All these qualities were richly 
embodied in Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram’s personality. Restless 
and ambitious since his young age, his socialization and 
orientation process was directed towards serving the 
deprived. He was determined to liberate Hindu society of its 
outmoded customs and undesirable social traditions and to 
ensure equality and dignity for all sections of society. He 
always insisted on universal and humanistic principles 
which are embodied in Hindu religion. Dr. Babu Jagjivan 
Ram was also dedicated to the welfare of people through 
relief and rehabilitation work during natural calamities, and 
devoted life to bring more policies-programmes for the 
wellbeing of people. Babuji had good relations with Smt. 
Indira Gandhi who is an iron lady of India. Babuji worked 
with Smt. Indira Gandhi and brought many policies for 
upliftment of the people in India. 
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Indira Gandhi and Jagjivan Ram 

Dr Babu Jagjivan Ram worked with many politicians. But 
he had a good association with Smt. Indira Gandhi. She 
became prime minister in 1966. In her government, he 
worked as a minister for Labour, Employment, and 
Rehabilitation (1966—67), and Union Minister for Food and 
Agriculture (1967-70), where he was appreciated and 
successfully led the Green Revolution movement during his 
tenure. When the Congress Party split in 1969, Jagjivan 
Ram joined the camp led by Indira Gandhi and became the 
president of that faction of Congress. He worked as the 
Minister of Defence (1970—74) that made him the virtual 
No. 2 in the cabinet, Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation 
(1974-77). It was during his tenure as the minister of 
Defence that the Indo-Pakistani war of 1971 was fought, and 
Bangladesh gained independence and got recognition as a 
new country. 


For the entire duration of his life, Babuji was a firm devotee 
to popular government and majority rule values. He 
remained with his standards and never compromised with 
qualities notwithstanding turbulent political circumstances. 
Being one of the veteran Congress individuals and a close 
friend of Smt. Indira Gandhi, Babuji did not falter to vary 
from her perspectives. Jagjivan Ram attempted to influence 
Smt. Indira Gandhi to renounce the Emergency and 
reestablish regularity in the nation. Babuji was a firm 
believer in democracy and democratic values. He stood by 
his principles and never compromised with values even 
during turbulent political situations. In spite of being one of 
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the veteran Congress members and a close associate of Smt. 
Indira Gandhi, Babuji did not hesitate to differ from her 
views. Jagjivan Ram tried to persuade Smt. Indira Gandhi to 
revoke the Emergency and restore normalcy in the country’. 


In the wake of failing in his push to do as such, he sent in 
his resignation to Smt. India Gandhi. In his abdication letter 
on 2”! February 1977 to Smt. Indira Gandhi, Babuji 
expressed: "A dread psychosis has overwhelmed the entire 
country. Individuals are living in a condition of consistent 
dread and are noiselessly enduring. This is terrible for any 
nation, all the more so for a vote based system. Along these 
lines, it is important that the crises are finished, every single 
remarkable law is made out of commission and flexibility of 
the general population reestablished, so that the whole 
country can be saved from the phase of ineptitude to which 
it has been decreased at present. It is troublesome for me to 
connect myself with such an agreement any more. I am, in 
this manner, sending my abdication herewith from your 
Cabinet and demand you for its prompt acknowledgement". 

After resigning from Smt. Indira Gandhi's Cabinet, he 
addressed the Press and said: "The motherland calls once 
again to guard and preserve democracy, to protect human 
values so that India and India alone become strong and 
prosperous?" 


Dr Babu Jagjivan Ram was in a fight against the ideas of 
Indira Gandhi at the time of emergency for the democracy 
of people. But Indira did not listen to the voice of Babuji. 
He had given his entire life to the Congress but Congress 
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lost the confidence of the democracy due to an emergency. 
Jagjivan Ram started the fight against the Congress. It was 
not an easy task to fight against to Indira Gandhi, because 
she was an autocratic leader. But Babuji fight against her 
and straight away said to call off the emergency. This type 
of fighting spirit is required for every Dalit. When someone 
cheats, you have to start the fight against them. Babuji did 
the same. He is an inspiration to any Dalit. We have to fight 
for every constitutional right. Nowadays, also untouchability 
prevails in Andhra Pradesh and India. Everybody should 
start a fight to get equality and their constitutional rights. 


In 1977 shortly after Indira Gandhi announced elections, 
signaling an end to the emergency, Jagjivan Ram, together 
with a few other politicians, became part of the Janata 
coalition by forming the Congress for Democracy. As the 
historian Ramachandra Guha writes in India after Gandhi: 
“Jagjivan Ram was a lifelong Congressman, a prominent 
minister in Nehru’s and Indira Gandhi’s Cabinets and most 
crucially the acknowledged leader of the Scheduled Castes. 
It was Jagjivan Ram who had moved the resolution in the 
Lok Sabha endorsing the emergency. His resignation came 
as a shock to the Congress as he was a harbinger of changes 
to come. 


Babuji was renowned for his political acumen; that he chose 
to leave the Congress was widely taken as a sign that this 
ship was, if not yet sinking, then leaking very badly indeed.” 
Between March 1977 and August 1979, Jagjivan Ram was 
the Deputy Prime Minister in India’s first non-Congress 
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Government. But he didn’t get the country’s top job. “There 
is little doubt that Babuji provided the fatal blow to the 
Emergency regime. Not surprisingly, he was the frontrunner 
to the prime minister’s post. But he was thwarted at the last 
moment by a powerful lobby led by peasant patriarch 
Charan Singh”. 


Deputy Prime Minister of India 

Jagjivan Ram was the senior most and competent leader, 
who was the most eligible person for the post of Prime 
Minister. Indira Gandhi felt that biggest threat was from 
none other than Jagjivan Ram and therefore, he was 
considered the biggest scapegoat to move the resolution on 
Emergency. But Babuji supported Indira Gandhi during the 
emergency (1975-77). Then he left Congress in 1977 and 
joined the Janata Party alliance, along with his own party 
named Congress for Democracy. He later held the post of 
Deputy Prime Minister of India (1977-79). Babu Jagjivan 
Ram returned as the Deputy Prime Minister of the nation on 
24 January 1979 and kept on taking care of the charge of 
Defense Ministry till 28 July 1979. 


The internal clashes of the Janata Party brought about to 
lose in its larger part in Parliament and the Government 
headed by Shri. Morarji Desai fell in July 1979. After that, 
Chaudhary Charan Singh got support from higher caste 
politicians and confirmed as Prime Minister on 28 July 
1979. Actually, Babu Jagjivan Ram was a Deputy Prime 
Minister at that time and the chance has to give to Jagjivan 
Ram. But the higher caste politicians not accepted. In any 
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case, Chaudhary Charan Singh couldn't exercise his 
dominance in the House. After the fall of his Government, 
numerous individuals from Lok Sabha revitalized around 
Babu Jagjivan Ram and requested that he assert some 
authority. 


The President, Shri. Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy dissolved the 
Lok Sabha on 22 August 1979 and ordered for Elections. In 
January 1980, the population of Sasaram constituency re- 
chose Babuji to the Lok Sabha and interestingly he sat in the 
Opposition. After the fall of the Janata Government, Babuji 
propelled his own gathering the Congress (J) on 5" August 
1981 and in the General Election of December 1984. 


Babuji should become the Prime Minister, but the higher 
caste politics played games to not allow him to become 
Prime Minister. In every stage, their politics disturbed 
Babuji. They were inimical to the success of Babuji. But 
Babuji walked in the midst of the problems and used all 
opportunities for his growth and development in the 
hierarchical society. The hierarchy is there in the society and 
it always disturbs us. We should fight against the hierarchy 
system. We have to use all the services and become a role 
model for the next generations. He gave a challenge to the 
higher caste communities with his services to the nation. 
The higher caste people also could not perceive that Babuji 
would reach that place. He proved that the Panchama Jathi 
also had the capacity. His continuous authoritative vocation 
from 1936-1986 spreading over a large portion of a century 
is a world record’. 
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Social Movements and contributions of Babuji 


l. 


As a student, he started to fight against discrimination in 
the schools. The pot-breaking incident becomes an oft 
quoted path-breaking event in Jagjivan Ram's life 
symbolizing the valiant fight he waged all his life 
against discrimination on caste basis. 

The student years strengthened his resolve to fight on 
two fronts, for the freedom of the country and for social 
equality. He was actively involved in organizing the 
youth from depressed classes and sought to create 
awareness among his community to fight for their rights 
and to draw the attention of political leaders. During his 
formative years, he had witnessed the sufferings 
perpetrated on depressed classes under feudal value 
system. 

Through his organizations Rabidas Sabha he involved 
the depressed classes in the freedom struggle and also 
rallied that all Dalit leaders should unite, and not only 
fight for social reform but also demand political 
representation of Dalits. Babuji appeared before the 
Hammond Committee at Ranchi and demanded for first 
time voting right for Dalits. 

Babu Jagjivan Ram organised a mazdoor rally at 
Wellington Square which was attended by over 35,000 
people. This brought him into the limelight and leaders 
like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose took notice of him. 
Jagjivan Ram was greatly influenced by the ideology of 
casteless and classless society. 

Jagjivan Ram actively participated in Independence 
movement such as Satyagraha, quit India, 
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noncooperation movements along with Mahatma Gandhi 
and got arrested on many occasions. He organized 
movements from the jail. There are two major arrests of 
Babuji. He jailed two times i.e. from 10-12-1940 to 10- 
09-1941 and second time from 22-08-1942 to 05-10- 
1943. During that time he wrote letters to the people of 
the nation about his movement and his health. 

6. Babuji strongly believed in paying respect to the Dalits 
within the Hindu folds. Babuji felt that conversion to 
another faith would not rid the society of the malaise of 
casteism, for casteism was a rot, which has affected all 
religions and the only way to fight it was to reform the 
Hindu faith and change social attitudes. 

7. Shri Jagjivan Ram was a wonderful speaker. During the 
time of war with Pakistan, he went down with the 
soldiers and motivated solders with his speeches. He 
was a first defence minister who visited the border areas 
at the time of war. His motivation and encouragement 
increased the interest among solders and the war won by 
India. 

8. He never seemed excited, bothered or worried and his 
pragmatism did much to inspire confidence. The internal 
situation in erstwhile East Pakistan had spilt over to 
India, with hundreds of thousands of refugees’ crossing 
over to the Indian Territory. He considered the refugee 
influx to India as a humanitarian problem 

9. Babu Jagjivan Ram had a deep and abiding faith in the 
efficacy of democratic polity, value-based politics and 
necessity for establishing an egalitarian society. He 
dedicated his life to strengthen such institutions and 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


fight against casteism and bring about social 
transformation. 

Jagjivan Ram had brought many Land Reforms in India 
to transform the rural economy. Development of animal 
husbandry and dairying, inland fisheries, improving the 
forest cover, procurement of food grains from domestic 
markets for public distribution, making PDS a regular 
feature for better food management in the country 

In 1975 there was a worldwide shortage of food grains. 
India managed the crisis with effective policy measures 
such as de-hoarding campaigns, expansion and 
streamlining of the PDS and increased inputs of food 
grain production. In fact, the whole approach to food 
and agriculture policy under the leadership of Jagjivan 
was of practical significance. 

Jagjivan Ram was both a fighter and a winner always. 
When he was defence minister, India won the 
Bangladesh war and a new nation was created. Indians 
witnessed the green revolution when he was India’s 
agriculture minister. 

He formed his own party, the Congress for Democracy, 
saying he would fight against what he described as "one- 
and-a-half-person rule," an allusion to Mrs Gandhi and 
her son Sanjay. It was widely believed that his defection 
played a key factor in the (Congress Party's 
overwhelming defeat in the 1977 elections. 

He was a Deputy Prime Minister from 1977-1979. 
During this period he brought many welfare activities 
for the development and upliftment of the nation. 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


Jagjivan Ram’s Ideas, Relationships and Perspectives 


On 3™ Feb.1928 Babuji along with his large number of 
followers boycotted the Simon commission as a 
Congress worker. Although Babuji was a staunch 
follower of Gandhiji, who was not compromising for the 
political liberation of Dalits by granting them separate 
electorate, as devised by British India under the Act of 
1919, based on Montague —Chelmsford Report, clearly 
recognized the existence of untouchables and their 
problem for the representation in legislatures. But when 
Gandhiji started his fast unto death on 20" September 
1932, in Yaravada Central Prison Poona, where it was 
lodged, to get nullified what the untouchables had got 
through Communal Award, Babuji also opposed 
Gandhi’s move, as interests of Dalits were more dear to 
him than any other thing. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram was one of the staunch proven 
leaders who had created his own space in the freedom 
struggle and Post-Independence Indian politics. An 
occasion must be created to enlighten people by 
discussing Bubuji’s contribution to the nation. In fact, 
his contribution to Indian freedom struggle and 
contribution to the post-independence politics has not 
given its due importance in history writing. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram was born on 5 April 1908 in Chandwa 
village, present-day Bhojpur district of Bihar. 


During the freedom struggle, Babuji was arrested a 
number of times and was jailed continuously for a long 
time in 1940. 
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Babuji was enormously impacted by Gandhiji’s logic of life. 
He was the unrivalled pioneer of the flexibility development 
and a sincere Hindu: profoundly saturated with veneration 
for Hinduism. Gandhiji's sense of duty regarding the 
colossal standards of the liberation of Harijans and the 
solidarity of all religions streamed straightforward from his 
responsibility regarding Hinduism. Babuji was fruitful and 
driven by youth and however formal his training had been in 
the recorded of science, his socialization and the aggregate 
introduction was coordinated towards the administration of 
justice for the denied and submerged portion of the 
populace. Babuji's allure was straightforward, sharp and 
straightforward to the conventional mainstays of the Hindu 
foundation. He frequently said that if Hinduism stays 
divided into various organizations with no binding together 
theory, it is hard to realize social transformation’. 


Dr Jagjivan Ram Perspective 

Jagjivan Ram was an opportunity contender and a crusader 
for social justice. His brilliant climb out in the open life saw 
him rise as a prominent and famous political pioneer, who 
committed his whole life working for the welfare of the 
nation. He fit in with the vintage time of advanced Indian 
legislative issues. As a national pioneer, parliamentarian, 
Union Minister and champion of depressed classes, he was a 
towering visionary and played a long innings crossing a 
large portion of a century in Indian legislative issues. His 
continuing and quintessentially twentieth-century political 
legacy helps us to remember the intensity, optimism and 
unyielding soul of India's political leadership that not just 
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battled and won opportunity for the nation, but also 
established the firm framework for a cutting-edge, majority 
rule commonwealth. Imbibed with a style for political 
leadership and moved by the goals and objectives of the 
socio-political occasions that wrapped the nation, Babu 
Jagjivan Ram assumed a noteworthy role in scripting our 
nation's political and constitutional advancement and social 
change. An energetic pioneer committed to open life; he 
appreciated colossal admiration from all quarters. Broadly 
appreciated for his leadership qualities and hierarchical 
capacities, he generally remained energy to be figured 
within Indian governmental issues. While remaining a 
Congress party specialist and pioneer, Jagjivan Ram was 
overwhelmingly distinguished as a champion of the 
depressed classes who took up their progression and social 
justice as a plan near to his heart. 


He energetically contradicted the disasters of casteism and 
universality in Hindu society, yet never pounded on the very 
base of Hinduism. All in all Babuji symbolized the 
beginning of another time of the statement, equity and 
strengthening for the depressed classes. His life was a 
positive articulation for the retrogressive classes, who were 
colossally motivated by the supported visionary of Babuji in 
the national political scene. His earnestness, devotion and 
political clout ingrained certainty and boldness among them. 
His accomplishments were seen as a feature of exceptional 
progression for his group. The development of the national 
economy was, as it were, the development of farming itself. 
Also, improvement of agribusiness in a sound path was, to a 
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significant degree, the advancement of social justice for the 
weaker segments". 


Babuji symbolized the beginning of another time of 
attestation, balance and strengthening for the discouraged 
classes. His life was a positive explanation for the regressive 
classes, who were monstrously propelled by the maintained 
vicinity of Babuji in the national political scene. His 
genuineness, devotion and political clout imparted certainty 
and bravery among them. His accomplishments were seen 
as a component of amazing headway for his group. He 
generally felt that without changing over the personalities of 
the larger part of natives and securing their help, minorities 
would not have the capacity to appreciate maintainable 
social justice and lead noteworthy life. Both of them had 
committed their lives for the upliftment of the depressed. 
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar was the organizer of the Republican 
Party and Babu Jagjivan Ram was the inventor of the All 
Indian Depressed Classes League. Both of them won on the 
entirety of the general public to perceive the miseries and 
injustices endured by the depressed classes and set a good 
example through their leadership. 


It clearly shows that Jagjivan Ram was a dynamic, 
committed, hard-working, inclusive leader who always 
believed in institutionalized solutions to various challenges 
faced by the country. He was a rare blend of continuity and 
change. The discourse of Saint Ravidas kept alive his 
immense desire to serve the poor man and it showed the 
continuity of Indian civilization. Further, his selfless 
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immense dedication to modernized and _ institutionalized 
solutions to challenges reflective change. His rise from a 
member of an oppressed section of society to Deputy Prime 
Minister of India is unprecedented and guides the youths 
from the bottom to seek solutions to various challenges by 
participating in mainstream politics. It may not be argued 
that Jagjivan Ram represents masses of this country. But it 
is admitted that he will always be remembered as the leader 
who strengthened the nation and paved the way for an 
egalitarian society. 


It is also true that Babu Jagjivan Ram had the opportunity to 
understand the work culture of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi 
etc. His methods of addressing responsibilities were 
innovative and based on the principle of the welfare of a 
large section of society. These aspects are very obvious in 
his actions for the welfare of army, ex-servicemen, family 
members of the army, who sacrificed their lives in battle, 
insurance schemes for workers, Green revolution, and the 
victory of the country in the battlefield, commitment for 
Congress Party etc. Yet, the elements of Rebel in his 
personality got reflected when he sharply focused on 
vertical mobility of a person from below due to various 
reasons and broke traditions of unconditional support to 
show a new dimension of leadership. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram's life was an odyssey in the discovery of 
the self, to uplift Dalit consciousness and an adventure in 
the realm of national reconstruction. An outstanding 
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statesman, perceptive thinker, distinguished parliamentarian 
and pragmatic administrator, he made spectacular 
contributions to enrich our national life. He is reckoned as 
the father of our Green Revolution and the liberator of 
Bangladesh; these breakthroughs occurred during his stints 
as Minister of Agriculture and as Minister of Defence. His 
vision still holds true for us and for the country to progress. 


Discriminations of higher caste people 

Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram was faced discriminations many 
times in his life by the higher caste people in India. He was 
also faced discrimination as a successful cabinet minister. It 
is an example that higher caste people may not accept the 
success of lower caste people in India. The higher caste 
people are not in a position to accept the success of lower 
caste people. He faced discriminations as a visionary central 
cabinet Minister; he inaugurated the statue of 
Sampurnanand in the city of Kasi. The Hindus in the city 
had not mingled the incident. They did not accept 
inauguration of Dalit candidate. The radical Hindus section 
never changed and the statue of Sampunanand inaugurated 
by Babuji at Kashi was subsequently washed with cow 
urine, and Ganga water by caste Hindus, claiming that the 
Stone statue was polluted by the touch of Babuji an 
untouchable. Jagjivan Ram felt very bad about the incident 
and sadly expressed that the higher caste people feels that 
the cow urine is great than a human being born in Sudra 
Community. He seriously expressed that the higher caste 
people should accept the success of lower caste people. 
Otherwise the democracy may not service in the country. In 


Footprints of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram in Progressive India 


82 Jagjivan Ram’s Ideas, Relationships and Perspectives 


1968 while addressing a largely attended delegation session 
of Depressed Classes League, at Parade Ground, Jammu, 
Babuji said “Roti Aur Betti Barabri May Milti Hai, Biradri 
May Nahi (bread & relations are possible between persons 
of in equal financial status and not in equal caste status)” 
This spoke volumes about the wisdom of the speaker’s mind 
and a guidance to all weaker sections of society to get united to 
fight for their rights untidily forgetting their sub-caste affiliations. 


Another incident happened when Babuji was the Deputy 
Prime Minister. Babu Jagjivan Ram was allowed entry into 
the Jagannath Puri temple, but only because he was an 
important public leader. Many others, including his wife, 
were not allowed into the temple. That time Jagjivan Ram 
refused to enter into the temple. “This incident dried up the 
wish to have darshan of the Lord in my heart. How can he 
be a Jagannath, Lord of the world, if he discriminates 
between his devotees?” His wife, Indrani, wrote in her diary. 
Jagjivan Ram was a Hindu but the Hindus not allow the 
Dalits to the temples. Due to these reasons, many Dalits 
converted to Christianity. But Babuji’s stood by the same 
religion until his death. Until today, especially in rural areas, 
Dalits have not got to build their homes near ‘high caste’ 
habitats, they are discriminated against at school and college 
hostels, in classrooms, in offices and even in public places 
like temples and restaurants. The people in the villages are 
living like in an animal Zoo. Each animal has a separate 
allotment of the place. Like that in the villages also each 
caste allotted someplace. But the Dalits are very far from the 
society. This culture has to be changed. 
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Babuji and Religion 

Babuji believed that if religion is correctly interpreted, it 
could be a redeeming, civilising and uplifting force in 
human history. But, if misused, religion could turn to 
fanaticism and spell disaster. His appeal was simple, sharp 
and straightforward to the orthodox pillars of the Hindu 
establishment. He often said that if Hinduism remained 
fragmented into numerous sects without any unifying 
philosophy, it would be difficult to bring about social 
revolution. He opposed the attempts of the British and even 
of Islamic militants who employed several devices to 
increase their population by striking at the weakest and most 
vulnerable sections of Hindu society®. 


Jagjivan Ram did not perceive religion as a source of 
mobility, but he treated the religion as a powerful source of 
energy naturally existing in the society. He aimed to 
channelize this natural energy towards structural change in 
society and the welfare of people. In this regard, his 
approach was focused to engage state and society for an 
egalitarian society. Unlike Karl Marx, who situates religion 
in a discourse of ideology of ruling class, Jagjivan Ram was 
close to the approach of B.R. Ambedkar towards religion as 
a powerful instrument of shaping mindset of society. For 
Jagjivan Ram, Temple was an institution of setting way of 
life and he demanded temple entry for oppressed sections of 
society. At the same time, he kept alive the tradition of Saint 
Ravidas to challenge the orthodox way of understanding 
religion. 
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Jagjivan Ram followed the principles of Guru Ravidas. He 
was the religious guru of Jagjivan Ram. Throughout his life, 
Jagjivan Ram worked on the idea of the golden verse of 
Guru Ravidas “I wish to have a rule, where everybody 
irrespective of his/ her caste affiliation is fed well” Babuji‘s 
love for his poor but progressive people can be gauged from 
the following one of many such instances. 


Santh Ravidas and Babuji 

Santh Ravidas is a religious mentor, priest. Santh Ravidas 
belongs to Chamar community. He lived 150 years. He 
wrote many devotional books and poems. He was also a 
social activist. Through his writings he educated many 
people on social inequality and untouchability among 
human beings. He had many followers from the chamar 
community and also from higher caste communities. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram was motivated by the ideology of Santh 
Ravidas. He was a follower of Santh Ravidas. Up to his 
death Jagjivan Ram visited his place every year. After that 
he was organized and observed the birth and death 
anniversaries of Santh Ravidas. These activities also created 
more visibility to Babu Jagjivan Ram in Kasi and Kolkata. 


Babuji as a writer 

Dr. Babu Jagjivan ram written a Book titled caste Challenge 
in India in 1980 to express his views to the nation. In this 
book he wrote the exploitation done towards scheduled 
castes in the Vedas. He wrote about Mahatma Gandhi and 
his attitudes towards Dalit. He also expressed that change of 
religion may not give any permanent solution the caste 
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problem. He believed that casteless society. Dr Babu 
Jagjivan Ram expressed his views in his boob Caste 
Challenge in India. He written that to talk of Democracy and 
Socialism is meaningless if there is no equal distribution of 
wealth and social justice and also casteism and also 
untouchability exists in the society. He pinioned that there 
are thousands of welfare societies, nongovernmental 
organizations and political particles established in India. But 
among them only few are working for the upliftment of the 
Dalit. He always stands for mixed housing colonies in rural 
areas and urban areas to be developed and constructed by 
improvement trusts and housing boards’. In this book he 
expressed that conversation of religion by Schedule Caste 
and Scheduled Tribes from the Hindu fold to any other 
section does not provide any solution to their problems. He 
was also expressed that unless casteism is abolished totally 
and land redistributed and equal opportunities given to the 
so-called ex-untouchables, otherwise India cannot prosper. 
He also believed that the use of surnames and titles 
identifying their castes should be banned. Jagjivan Ram said 
that Inter-caste marriages should be encouraged by the 
members of the upper castes. The young people who take 
such step should be given every kind of encouragement. He 
was also pointed out a Hindu girl should prepare to marry a 
Harijan boy. There will be many who may agree to such 
marriages. He was also stated that mixed housing colonies 
in urban and rural areas to be developed and constructed by 
the government to improvement trusts on democracy by all 
the caste people living in India. 
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Honorary doctorates received by Babu Jagjivan Ram 
Babu Jagjivan Ram honoured with honorary doctorates by 
the four universities in India. 

1. Vikram University, Ujjiyini honoured with a 
doctorate on 04-02-1967 by remembering the victory 
of Green Revolution 

2. Kanpoor University hounered with a doctorate on 
16-02-1972 by remembering the victory of war 
agonist Pakistan 

3. Andhra University, Visakhapatnam honoured with a 
doctorate on 23.09.1973 

4. Barampuram University, Odisha honoured with a 
doctorate on 15.04.1974 


Honorary Doctorate from Andhra University 

Andhra University which was conferred an Honorary 
Doctorate on 23.09.1973 to Babu Jagjivan Ram. Prof. 
Lankapalli Bullaiah was a Vice Chancellor of Andhra 
University during that period. Jagjivan Ram personally 
visited to the Andhra University convocation and received 
the Honorary Doctorate. The executive committee of the 
University and scheduled caste people of the University 
were felicitated him in convocation hall. In 2009, Prof. 
Beela Satyanarayana, Vice-Chancellor of Andhra University 
was unveiled his statue in 2009 on the occasion of his 101 
birth anniversary, in premises near Ranjani Guest House. 


Jagjivan Ram’s Family 

Indrani Devi wife of Jagjivan Ram supported him in every 
step of his political career. They have given birth to two 
children i.e. Suresh Kumar and Meira Kumar. Suresh 
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Kumar Ram born on 17.07.1938 and Meira Kumar born on 
31.03.1945. Both were grown under guidance of Indrani 
Devi. Jagjivan Ram also spent some time with children and 
educated them. 


Suresh Ram 

Suresh Ram is the only son of Jagjivan Ram and the 
remaining is daughter. He was an active person and actively 
involved in the politics along with his father Jagjivan Ram. 
He participated in many services pertaining to Dalit 
activities along with Jagjivan Ram. All Dalit leaders came 
from the different states of India met Suresh Ram for the 
work and help. He also served the Dalit communities in all 
over India. When Jagjivan Ram had an opportunity to get 
the position of Prime Minister, the Congress party and other 
higher caste people was played dirty politics. They were not 
interested to give the top post to an untouchable Dalit. After 
an emergency, Indira Gandhi lost the confidence of people 
and the Janata coalition won the election. Up to that, 
Jagjivan Ram acted as a Deputy Prime Minister. It was 
perceived that Babu Jagjivan Ram should be the Prime 
Minister for India. 


Sources said that sex racket of his son Suresh Ram is also 
one of the reasons to not become Prime Minister. It was 
reported in newspapers that it was a game of the Congress 
Party and other higher caste politicians to deprive the 
position of Prime Minister to Babuji. They published the 
morphed sex photographs of his son Suresh Ram in Surya 
Newspapers which was headed by Smt. Menaka Gandhi. 
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The only one magazine published the morphing photos 
created the damage to Jagjivan Ram. This news created a 
politically bad name to Jagjivan Ram. Another side 
Chaudhary Charan Singh also did a lot of politics to get the 
position of Prime Minister. Suresh Kumar died at the age of 
46 years with a heart attack. 


Meira Kumar 

In August 1933, Jagjivan Ram’s first wife died with an 
illness. For sometimes he felt depressed about his wife, but 
with his strong courage and strong psychological condition, 
he again started fighting for the rights of the people. He also 
acted as an important person in Congress. In June 1935, he 
again married Indrani Devi, a daughter of Dr Birbal who 
was a well-known social worker of Kanpur. The couple had 
two children, Suresh Kumar and Meira Kumar. Meira 
Kumar completed post graduation in law. Based on her 
father’s desire she became a civil servant as Indian Foreign 
Service (IFS). She got married with Manjul Kumar. She 
blessed with three children. She worked in many countries 
like England, Morison and Spain etc..After that based on the 
request of Sri. Rajiv Gandhi and her father Jagjivan Ram 
she entered into politics. Smt. Meira Kumar was elected 
five-time as Member of Parliament. 


Constituency Year 
Bijnor, Uttara Pradesh 1985 
Karol Bag, Delhi 1996 
Karol Bag, Delhi 1998 
Sasaram, Bihar 2004 
Sasaram, Bihar 2009 
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She became the first woman Speaker of Lok Sabha in 2009. 
U.P.A nominated her as a candidate for president of India in 
2017. But she was lost in the presidential election. The 
newspapers reported that Meira Kumar may have lost the 
presidential to Ram Nath Kovind, who was fielded by the 
BJP and its NDA allies, but in securing nearly 34.35% of 
the valid votes, she has put up a great fight. In fact, her 
performance was the best by a losing candidate since the 
1969 elections when even though V.V. Giri defeated 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy in a multi-comered fight, the latter 
polled nearly 37.5% votes. It is very sad to inform you that, 
she did not get single vote from Andhra Pradesh. Telugu 
Desam Party, Y.S.R. Congress Party, and other Parties from 
Andhra Pradesh did not vote her. All political parties were 
chosen Shri. Ram Nath Kovind because he was nominated 
by NDA Government and Shri. Narendra Modi, Prime 
Minister of India. Smt. Meira Kumar started an organization 
named Babu Jagjivan Ram All India Samata Movement and 
implementing the welfare and developmental activities for 
the Dalits in all over India. Still she is active in Indian politics. 


Babuji’s relationship with the people of Andhra Pradesh 
Jagjivan Ram had good relations with the people of Andhra 
Pradesh. He visited Andhra Pradesh many times to develop 
the Dalit Leadership because the internal relations between 
the Dalit leaders were not good. Jagjivan Ram promoted 
unity among all Dalit leaders in Andhra Pradesh. He sent 
Dr. Dharma Prakash from All India Depressed Classes 
League which was established by Jagjivan Ram. Dr. Darma 
Prakash interacted with all the Dalit Leaders in Andhra 
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Pradesh and brought them into one ideology. During this 
process Jagjivan Ram visited many times to Andhra Pradesh 
to interact with many Dalit Leaders. Shri. Mudigonda 
Lakshmaiah was appointed as a President for Andhra 
Pradesh’s All India Depressed Classes League. He built 
Dalit movement in Andhra Pradesh. 


Jagjivan Ram was a People’s Leader. Once on 06.03.1977 
Jagjivan organised a meeting in Guntur to explain the 
conditions of Dalits in India. It is reported that 3,00,000 
people were participated in that meeting. It is record in those 
days. When he visits Andhra Pradesh, he preferred to walk 
in the Scheduled Caste colonies. It gives the chance to 
Jagjivan Ram to understand the problems of Dalits. Jagjivan 
Ram helped many Dalit leaders to become MLAs and 
ministers from Andhra Pradesh. 


Express news service, Visakhapatnam (18.10.1979) reported 
that Janata Party Visakhapatnam was organised a meeting 
on 18.10.1979 to address the people by Jagjivan Ram. 
Addressing a mammoth public meeting, at municipal 
stadium grounds, he said that his ambition was that then a 
Harijan should become prime minister, because they know 
the hunger of the people. If a Harijan become Prime 
Minister the hunger of the Harijans should not remain in 
India. Braving the midday sun the concourse. People, which 
included women and children, heard him silence. He did not 
stake claim to become prime minister because he was 
Harijan. He desired to become prime minister because the 
personality and he was most deserved and had better 
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qualities than others for the position. In this meeting Mr. 
Tenneti Viswanatham and Mrs. T.N. Sadalakshmi, MLC, 
Mrs. T. Lakshikantamma, Mr. Babul Reddy and others were 
participated from Visakhapatnam. Prof. Y.C. Simhadri, Mr. 
Koppua Sreermulu and Mr. Mallepudi Nageswara Rao and 
others welcome Jagjivan Ram to Visakhapatnam. 


Dr B.R.Ambedkar and Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram had a very 
close association with Andhra Pradesh Politics. Babuji 
personally knew many people from Vijayawada and 
Hyderabad. Both the leaders created their ideological sway 
and became very close to all Dalit Communities in Andhra 
Pradesh. Over a period of time, these two leaders boosted 
Dalit movements and became strong ideological sources for 
Dalit movements in Andhra Pradesh. Babuji became a 
strong motivator for the many Dalits in Andhra Pradesh. 
Babuji’s ideas and inspiring personality and social 
background boosted the Dalit communities in Andhra 
Pradesh. Taking inspiration from these two leaders, the Dalit 
communities in Andhra Pradesh, during colonial time 
launched a great movement called as ADI-ANDHRA 
movement which aimed to enhance the self-respect of Dalit 
the communities. Great leaders also emerged from Andhra 
Pradesh from these communities and gave significant 
support even to Gandhi’s Harijan movement in Andhra’. 


Babuji shall be long remembered as a practical source of 
light and guidance for the country particularly the 
suppressed and deprived class of people. Keeping in view 
the lifelong services of Babu Jagjivan Ram, the country 
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decided to celebrate year long Birth Century of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram starting from 5" of April 2007, and the 
Government of India along with State Governments 
promised to start many welfare schemes for the poor and 
deserving sections of the society. Bestowing Bharat Ratana 
Award, posthumously on Babu Jagjivan Ram shall be a 
befitting tribute to the able son of India, who by his inborn 
qualities of head and heart rose into prominence against all 
odds and adorned the post of Deputy Prime Minister of India. 

Dr B.R.Ambedkar enshrined in the Constitution the 
reservations to be extended to the SCs, it was Babu Jagjivan 
Ram who fought for its proper implementation at every 
stage, emerging himself as the face of the Indian Dalits, 
especially after independence. Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram 
protected the reservations for 30 years after death of Dr.B.R. 
Ambedkar. He presented his voice in the house of 
parliament about importance of reservations. He did his 
duties to continue the reservations for the Dalits of India. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram stood firm on faith and the values of 
equality and led an entire section of our society to newer 
goals with enhanced confidence. He should be honoured 
with Bharat Ratna. 


Dalits are backward from thousands of years. They need 

more services to run the quality of living and quality of life. 

Government Should Provide the following services to the 

Dalits in India 

1. Discriminations should be abolished and the respect 
should be given to the Dalits 

2. The government should be making sincere efforts to 
properly utilise the funds earmarked for the welfare 
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of the Dalits. SC-ST Sub-plan funds should be used 
for SCs and STs only. Unethical political should not 
use to serve for Dalits 

3. Provide basic requirements to the Dalits who are in 
vulnerable conditions 

4. Pensions and houses for the Dalit beneficiaries. 

5. Awareness among Dalits about the schemes in force 
at the Centre and State. 

6. Need for improving the health and education among 
Scheduled Caste families. 

7. Settle all outstanding issues and clear all the pending 
projects. 

8. Equal opportunities should be promoted among all 
the communities in Schedule Castes. 


Death of Babuji 

Dr Babu Jagjivan Ram had taken last breath on 6" (Sunday) 
July 1986 at 10:20 am at the age of 78 years in Ram 
Manohar Lohiya Hospital. Before his death, he was 
hospitalised for two months with severe respiratory 
problems. His son Suresh Ram had died one year earlier 
from heart stroke. The death of Suresh Ram had excreted 
heavy pressure on the health of Babuji. His bids to become 
Prime Minister failed in 1977 and 1979 because of dirty 
political games played by the higher caste communities. 
After the death of Babuji his granddaughter proposed to 
cremate his body in Delhi, but Smt. Meira Kumar and 
Indrani Devi took an initiative based on the desire of Babuji 
and cremated him in his own village Chandawa. After that 
his asthikalu brought to Delhi and cremated in Samata Sthal. 
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Government of India named his birth anniversary as Samata 
Divas. All his followers first celebrated Samata Divas on 
1985 to remember the capacities of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. 
He was member in many national committees. No other 
Dalit politician reached this position till now. All the people 
from scheduled castes were loved Babuji as a leader of Dalits. 
Babuji shall be long remembered as a practical source of 
light and guidance for the country particularly the 
suppressed and deprived class of peoples. Keeping in view 
the lifelong services of Babu Jagjivan Ram, the country 
decided to celebrate a yearlong Birth Centenary of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram starting from 5" of April 2007, and the 
Government of India along with State Governments 
promised to start many welfare schemes for the poor and 
deserving sections of the society. Ministry of Social Justice, 
Government of India started Babu Jagjivan Ram National 
Foundation in the year of 2007 to circulate the contributions 
and ideology of Dr. Babu Jagjivan Ram. Bestowing Bharat 
Ratna Award, posthumously on Babu Jagjivan Ram would 
be befitting tributes to the able son of India, who by his head 
and heart qualities rose against all odds and adorned the post 
of Deputy Prime Minister of India. 


Government Schemes with the Name of Dr. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram 

Babu Jagjivan Ram Chhatrawas Yojana 

Government of India has started a Scheme titled ‘Babu 
Jagjivan Ram Chhatrawas Yojana’ to honour the great 
leader. This aim of the scheme is to construct hostels for 
Scheduled Caste Students to enable and encourage children 
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/students belonging to these scheduled castes to attain 
quality education. Such hostels are immensely beneficial to 
the students hailing from rural and remote areas of the 
country. While the scheme of construction of hostels for SC 
girls is in operation from the Third Five Year Plan (1961- 
66), the same for boys was started with effect from the year 
1989-90. The scheme was revised in 2008 and recently 
revised on 10.09.2018. 


Jagjivan Ram Abhinav Kisan Puruskar (National/Zonal) 
The Indian Counsel of Agricultural Research, under the 
ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government 
of India has instituted Jagjivan Ram Innovative Farmer 
Award to recognize the outstanding contributions of 
innovative farmers for initiatives in development adoption, 
modification and dissemination of improved technology and 
practice, for increased income with sustainability. This 
award will be for the creative approach, innovative farming, 
technological acceptance, contribution in enhanced 
productivity, farming attributes shows by a farmer. The 
award in the form of a citation and award money of Rs 
1,00,000 for National or Rs 50,000 for Zonal shall be 
presented on the ICAR foundation day (16" July). The applications 
are called for during December-January every year. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram National Foundation an autonomous 
organization of the Ministry of Social Justice & 
Empowerment, government of India. Every year, they call 
for easy competitions to the students of recognized schools 
and colleges. Universities and institutions. This foundation, 
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implements the activities by conducting research and 
organizing the capacity building programmes for the present 
generations. It is located in New Delhi. They encourage the 
academicians to conduct the birth and death anniversaries of 
Babu Jagjivan Ram and also encourage the researchers to 
conduct research on Dalits and their problems. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram Scheme for Financial Assistance for 
Organising Memorial Events in Connection with 
Celebration of Birth/Death Anniversary of Great Saints 
and other Eminent Personalities 

The scheme has been formulated to provide grant-in-aid to 


NGOs/ universities/ institutions for organising birth/death 
anniversaries of Great Saints such as Guru Ravidas, Sant 
Kabir, Guru Ghasiram, Lord Buddha, Maharishi Valmiki, 
Saviri Bai Phule and other saints who worked tirelessly for 
promoting social justice, eradication of inequality & 
discrimination and improving the conditions of depressed 
and weaker sections of society. Under this scheme 
government provide the grant-in-aid services to NGOs, 
colleges, universities, charitable trusts, NSS Units, youth 
organisations and panchayat Raj Institutions. The details are 
available in Jagjivan Ram Foundation.nic.in website. 


Babu Jagjivan Ram Chair 

The main objective of this scheme is to provide well- 
equipped centres of learning to the scholars, academician 
and students to undertake studies and research, to 
understand, assess and disseminate ideas and thoughts of 
Babu Jagjivan Ram, on Social Sciences Subject. The chair 
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also conducts the research on the philosophy of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram and his contributions to the India. This chair 
also conducts the research on the living conditions of 
Schedule Castes and Scheduled Tribes living in India’. 


Jagjivan Jyothi Scheme 
This scheme was introduced by Government of Andhra 


Pradesh on the occasion of 111" 


birth anniversary of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram. Under this scheme government supply 50-75 
units of free power to the BPL families in SC and ST 
colonies. It was the first scheme introduced by the 
Government of Andhra Pradesh with the name of Dr. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram. Now the scheme is providing 100 units of 


power to the BPL families in Scheduled Caste people. '° 


Government of Andhra Pradesh also planned to build a 
Jagjivan Ram Smruthivanam at Amaravathi with his statue. 
Government of Andhra Pradesh allocated Rs.10crore to 
construct Jagjivan Ram Smruthivanam at Amaravathi. It 
might be completed by 2020. 


Bharat Ratna should be given 

Babu Jagjivan Ram holds the world record for being a 
parliamentarian for 50 uninterrupted years, from 1936 to 
1986. He was a central cabinet minister for about 40 years 
and contributed a lot for progressive India. He was from an 
untouchable community. He won the battle agonist Pakistan 
as a defence minister. And through those years he worked 
tirelessly to promote equality without any rancour or bitterness. 
He is an inspiration to the politicians in India and Dalits in 
the Country. No other leader has such an impeccable record 
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of public life, struggles, meritorious performance and 
heroism in politics like Babu Jagjivan Ram. The Dalits in 
India are demanding the government from many years to 
honour Jagjivan Ram with the Bharat Ratna. 


Conclusion 

In spite of his numerous other duties, Shri Jagjivan Ram 
read, throughout his life, it was a continual struggle between 
an iron will and a granitic wall of opposition. Shri Jagjivan 
Ram was convinced that the end of the road towards which 
he was so patiently groping was but the beginning of the 
more beautiful road. His life’s work was to humanize and 
harmonize. To the country, he was the symbol of stability. 
His sound judgment and practical wisdom saved the country 
from many difficult circumstances and his handling of the 
problems of Indian labour was his great contribution of 
which any government could be proud. He was a life 
dedication, devotion and service to the nation and his name 
will have a permanent place in the golden pages of Indian 
History. 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted, "Self-made and 
industrious, the contribution of Babu Jagjivan Ram can 
never be forgotten. As a freedom fighter and veteran 
administrator, his service to India was impeccable. Babuji 
was a true democrat, refusing to bow to authoritarianism. 
India remembers him on his Jayanti,” 


The contributions of Babu Jagjivan Ram breaks all attempts 
to classify his leadership in any homogenous framework. No 
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doubt, he belonged to the section of society oppressed by 
caste discriminations. It prompts scholars to put the 
leadership of Babuji in a framework serving the 
marginalized sections or to describe him as a leader of the 
Dalits. But, any deeper analysis of his contributions and 
methods to address challenges opens a new dimension of 
leadership from below. The range of classification for the 
leadership of Babuji is very wide and it includes diverse 
aspect which has been largely ignored by mainstream media 
and knowledge production system. 


It is also true that Babu Jagjivan Ram had the opportunity to 
understand the work culture of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi 
etc. His methods of addressing responsibilities were 
innovative and based on the principle of the welfare of large 
section of society. These aspects are very obvious in his 
actions for the welfare of army, an ex-serviceman, family 
members of the army, who sacrificed life in battle, insurance 
schemes for workers, Green revolution, the victory of the 
country in the battlefield, commitment for Congress Party etc. 


Summary 

Babu Jagjivan Ram worked with many familiar politicians 
like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Indira Gandhi 
etc... He had good relationship with Smt. Indira Gandhi. He 
had second position in Indira Gandhi’s Government. He 
brought Green Revolution when he was an Agricultural 
Minister. Babu Jagjivan Ram called as Pita of Railways 
because he done lot of work as a Railways Minister. He won 
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the battle on Pakistan in 1971 and the new country 
Bangladesh was established because of his daring and 
dashing capacity. At the time of emergency he fights agonist 
to the ideas of Indira Gandhi and came out from Congress 
and joined in Janata Party. Then he became a Deputy Prime 
Minister of India. Babu Jagjivan Ram got an opportunity to 
become Prime Minister after Morarji Desai. But the higher 
caste politics played games to not allow him to become 
Prime Minister. In every stage, their politics disturbed 
Babuji. They were inimical to the success of Babuji. But 
Babuji walked in the midst of the problems and used all 
opportunities for his growth and development in the 
hierarchical society. Now-a-days also the hierarchy is there 
in the society and it always disturbs us. We should fight 
against the hierarchy system. We have to use all the services 
and become a role model for the next generations. He gave a 
challenge to the higher caste communities with his services 
to the nation. The higher caste people also could not 
perceive that Babuji would reach this place. He proved that 
the Panchama Jathi also had the capacity. Babu Jagjivan 
Ram holds the world record for being a parliamentarian for 
50 uninterrupted years, from 1936 to 1986. And through 
those years he worked tirelessly to promote equality without 
any rancour or bitterness. He is an inspiration to the 
politicians in India and Dalits in the Country. No other 
leader has such an impeccable record of public life, 
struggles, meritorious performance and heroism in politics 
like Babu Jagjivan Ram. The Dalits in India are demanding 
the government from many years to honour Dr. Babu 
Jagjivan Ram with the Bharat Ratna. 
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Quotes of Babu Jagjivan Ram 


= zA 


Effort Agitate Achieve 


“In a democracy, a political party has the right to change the 
Government, but it has no right to exploit workers for its 
political ends”. 


“Without increase in production, inflation cannot be crushed 
and the standard of living raised”. 


“Even the immoral, mean and selfish man was looked upon 
as a big man if he had money and very little reverence was 
shown to the labourer, even if his character be ideal. Capital 


without labour was useless”. 


“Peasants and Labour are backbone of the nation”. 


“Solution of all national problems could be found only 
through cooperative spirit and national interest”. 


“If the standard of living is not raised, prosperity of our 
country will not go up”. 
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“A nation or society could never become strong or 
withstand onslaughts of other countries, if any element in 
that Society remained suppressed or backward”. 


“Capital and Labour should behave like twin brothers”. 
“Land belongs to those who can work on land”. 


“Cowards will be crushed in every society. Harijans are not 
cowards”. 


“Harijans did not take to their present calling out of a 
consideration that all work was noble but because society 
forced them to menial job”. 


Our freedom will be the guarantee of the world peace and 
our weight, moral and material will always be on the side of 
right and justice”. 


No industry which cannot afford to pay a living wage to its 
workers has a right to survive”. 


Moral values were the only values which could bring peace 
to the world and save it from itself”. 


“Communists have become a world menace”. 


“Independence had enhanced our national prestige”. 


“Gandhi had taught us the way of evolution and not 
revolution which ended in violence”. 


“Hard work, and honest work, work and ever more work, is 
the call of mother India today”. 


“Law, after all, is to govern human relations. It has to 
interpret for this purpose and not just for its own sake”. 
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Labour can do without the capitalists, but the capitalists 
cannot afford to do without the labour’. 


“Strike is the last weapon of the workers to solve their 
problems”. 


“The Harijan problem no longer remains a social problem 
but it has become an entity economic problem, because most 
of our communities are poor, and it is the removal of 
poverty, which is our main concern”. 


“Ideas must be fought with ideas today”. 


“Let the non-Harijan Hindus concede to the Harijans their 
just and proper share. This is the only way to create mutual 
confidence and to weld gradually the two sections into one”. 


“Indian Capitalists have known nothing except profit- 
making”. 


“The labour has the right to strike. But it is not to be 
exercised on all occasions or indiscriminately”. 


“The freedom that we have to-day cannot be called real 
freedom, because it is only political freedom. It has no 
meaning for the masses. It has no use for them, unless their 
standard of living is raised, their problems of poverty, 
proper food, clothing. housing are solved, exploitation in 
justice and oppression in every shape and form become a 
thing of the past and they get all necessary opportunity for 
their all-round development”. 


“National institutions were visible symbols our urge for 
freedom and conspicuous landmarks of our history”. 
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There is an urgent need of character-building and cultivating 
self-discipline, self-restraint and breadth of outlook as 
essential condition for the preservation and consolidation of 
our newly acquired freedom of raising the motherland to 
heights of glory”. 


Harijans should be determined not to submit to injustice no 

matter what such an attitude might cost. This does not mean 

that they should indulge in violence against those who 

oppressed them. They should not retaliate, but at the same 

time should not submit to injustice”. 

Expect to speed up life — there is a lot in life too 

Maybe we fall down and fall, but we can get up, running 

away from the battle is so good 
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